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THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTIS~R; NOV • 4th , 1935 . 

"OFF THE 'BENCHTt . 

( By Judge Wal ter B. Jones. ) 

One of the most interesting pamphlets I have ever read 
is the 75- page pamphl et recently published by Captain Samuel 
A. Ashe of Raleigh, N. C. 

Captain Ashe calls his pamphlet "A Southern View of the 
Invasion of the southern States and the War of 1861- 1865 . " '\ 

ICthis little pamphlet . should be in the home of every true 
southerner. It may be obtained from Capt. Ashe for a dollar. 

It tells in detail facts of history which even the 
people of the South have not always known: C~ptain Ashe backs 
all of hi~ statements with a reference ,to the book and page. 

- In this little pamphlet he has done a gr~at work , one which 
entitled him to the gratitude of the people of the south, .and 
their thanks for preserving the rea~ facts of history. I I --



A 4".L£ZE( f7 /k 4~ 07/.0 ifc a? 0- c~ cq~ 
One sentenoe !s;liease let me congratulate you. Once more 

Ir you have performed a distinct and detinite service to your State 

\/ and your South, a nd once more the oitizenship is indebted to you 

~ tor a very tine presentation. 
/, 

~.;7~~~R~ 

n ~47~C~0 
~~ ~~~o//-ir 
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A SOUTHERN VIEW 
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INVASION OF THE SOUTHERN STATES 

AND THE 

WAR OF 1861.65 

'-v 
.r 

"'" C APTAIN S. A . ASHE 

R ... I.E IG H . N . C . 





PR EFACE 
THE STATES 

Originally there was no connection between the settlements along 
the coast. In 1776 they held a meeting and declared their separation 
from England and asserted that each state was a free, independent 
and sovereign state; and by a treaty of peace, that was admitted 
by England. 

In 1781 the states entered into a confederacy and again declared 
the independence and sovereignty of each state. In 1788 a 'union was 
proposed to go into effect between any nine states that ratified the 
constitution. Eleven states ratified the constitution and it went into 
operation between them. George Washington was elected president 
of the cleven states. 

In ratifying that constitution Virginia and New York particularly 
affirmed that the people of any State had a right to withdraw from 
the Union, and there was general assent to that claim, and it was 
taught in the text book at West Point. 

There arose at various times differences between the southem states 
and the notthern states but all these were peacably settled except as 
to African slavery. 

For some cause South Carolina seceded in December, 1860, and 
presently was joined by six other southem states. Neither Congress 
nor the President took any action ugainst these states. But at length 
Congress passed a measure proposing that the states should amend 
the eopstitution and prohibit Congress from interfering with negro 
slavery in any state, with the expectation that such an amendment 
would lead the seceded stutes to return. 

Presently the new President was led to deny the right of a state 
.to withdraw from the Union, and he started a war against the seceded 
states and called on the other states to furnish troops for his war. 
When North Carolina and Virginia and other southern states were 
called on to furnish troops to fight the seceded states North Carolina 
said "You can get no soldiers from this State to fight your unholy 
war," and North Carolina withdrew from the Union and so did Vir· 
ginia and seven other states. 

Then the Supreme Court in a ease before it dedared that under the 
Constitution the Pre~ident had no tight to make war and the Consti
tution did not give Congress the right to make war on any state. 

So it mentioned the war as one between the Northern and Southern 
States and said the right of the matter in dispute was to be determined 
by the wager of battle, thus ignoring the right and justice of the 
claim in dispute. And so the Northern states conquered those that 
had seceded. 

.". 
:::.: . ..:: 
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A SOOTH ERN VIEW 
OF T HE 

lNV ASION OF THE SOOTHERN STATES 
ANO WAR OF 1861-65 

:rHE SLAVE TRAI;)E 

In the Libz"ary of the State 'College at Raleigh, N. C., tnere h a. 
notable book of some three hundred ana fifty pages and fo r ty-nine 
i!Justrations-the fifteenth publication of the ~hrjne Roscareh. Society, 
-of Salem, Mass., Illid published in Ve~mont-the title being: "Slav~ 
Ships and Slaving." 

The introduction wa s w.ritten by n B:ritish Navy officer, atH! th~ 

text is by George F. Dow. Within tell years after the discovery of 
America. the Spaniards began to transport Africans to work in their 
possessions, and all the maritime nations of Europe followed their 
example; and during the next two hundred and fifty yc:u's the En;:-
!ish transported twice as many as aU other countries put together. 

They began in Queen Eliabeth'lJ time, kept it up in tbe ncxt r eign, 
:and, in 1662, the Duke of York undertook to transport to the British 
colonies three thousand slaves every year. Ten years late r the King 
.himself became interested and, under contract, England g(lt from 
Spain the exclusive right to supply the Spanish colonies; and the 
King of England and the King of SllUil'l each received one-fourth of 
t he profits. 

Between 1680-88 England had two hundred and forty-nine slave 
~hips ; from 1713, for twenty years, 15,000 slaves were annunlly 
brought to A merica. In 1786, England brought over 97,000 slaves. 
During e leven years, 1783-93, Liverpool owned eight hundred and 
seventy-eight vessels in this trade, and imported many thousands of 
slaves in t he West Indies. They were wOI·th some 15,000,000 pound~ 
of that period; equal to about $150,000,000 npw. 

While Liverpool was the chie! port for this trade, Bristol was a 
close Sl'eond. Then, over here, New England was not slow. Massa_ 
chusetts started in 1638. However, Rhode Island be<:ame the r ival 
of Liverpool. 

Ten pages o( this volume are devoted to the operations ill Rhode 
Island. There nearly everyone wns interested. In 1750, "Rum w:as 
the chief manulucture of New England." About 15,000 hogshead:1 of 
molasses were annunlly converted into rum in Massachusetts :alone. 
The number of stills in operation was almost beyond belief. In 
Newport there were no less than twenty· two." 
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With rum Hie)' purcnasea negroes in .. Urlea I tFtcse were exclianged! 
for molasses in the Car ibbean blands and South America, and the 
molasses was ul"oughtl to the New EnglaDd stills; and so the profit
able business wns enrded on in a circle to nn extent beyond ordinary 
imagination! It was the very oasis of New England's prosperity. 
At NewpotC, Bris(ol, and' Providence, s'Ome of tbe most ~spectable
and wealthy merchants wete engaged in' the tI:ade. Even preachers. 
and philanthropist. were ad'voclltes. "One elder, whose ventures in· 
slaving ASci" usually turned out well, always returne& thanks on the 
Sunday following the arrival of a slaver that the Airicans. could enjoy 
t ille blesSing Itf ::t Gospel dispensatiorr." 

The Southern colonies had no ship_, nor any m&lasses. Thcy were 
not in the trade. However, the British- Slavi ng Comp8noy. in which. 
the King of England was parltl'er, was in duly bound to supply the 
needs of the colonies, as particularly required by Good Queen Anne. 
The Colonie9- were forbidden to manufacture, and their products were
required to be shipped to England, where they were exchanged for 
British goods. So the mone slaves making products, the more goodS. 
the Colonies bought in England. 

At length Virginia forbade any more importation but the King 
&nnulled that Virginia law. In Jefferson's draught of the Declara
tion of Independence he dimouneed the King most severely for an· 
nulling these prohibitions. However, in 1'1'14, importations were for· 
bidden by the people of North and South Carolina, and there were 
no importations ulltil 18()3, when South Carolina opened her ports 
for four yean. 

Great BJ;it3in abolished the trade in 1807, just as the Congress of 
the United Stutes did. After a few years, other countries followed 
our example: Spain in 1820, Portugal in ]830; but the trade between 
Portugese Airica. and Brazil did not cease until Bra:or:il, in ] 888, put 
a stop to it. 

The Southern C<Jlonie& had no ships engaged in this tl'ade, nor any 
molasses or rum, but, as the mattel' worked out, those States were 
the greatest sufferers in the end. Since 1800, the labor of Africans 
at the South has largely supplied the world with cotton. 

That this volume has been prepared by the Marine Resear<:h Society, 
of Salem, Mass., speaks well fo r New England, and it should be in 
every library of the South. 

[8J 



STEPS LEADING TO WAR 

Dur ing t.he Revolutionary War there had been a joining of hearts 
nnd hands to secure the independence of t he several colonies, and at 
length, in 1783, Great Britain declared each colony by name t o be a 
f ree, independent and sovereign State. These States had entered into 
a Confederacy, and later a change was proposed to go into effect be
tween any nine of t hem that agreed. Eleven ratified the new Consti· 
tution, the other two then becoming foreign states. 

At that time there was slavery in all the States except Massa· 
chusetts, and every State recognized the right of every other State 
to have slavery. Indeed, the Constitution prohibited t he Congress 
from forbidding the introduction of slaves fo r twenty years, and 
l·equired that if any slave escaped from his owner, he was to be 

returned to his master. 

In time, for one reason or another, the opposition to slavery grew 
nnd grew, but t he Constitution remained unchanged. The number of 
slave States was equal to that of free States, and as the States were 
equal in the Senate, the conflicting view balanced. 

Then, in 1820, when Missouri and Maine wanted to become States, 
a compromise was agreed on; when a slave State was admitted, a 
Free State also was to be admitted; and north of the Missouri line 
should be free territory, and south of it slavery might be established 
by the people. 

Year by year the anti·slaver y sentiment increased. Thcre had been 
but two political parties, the Whigs and the Democrnts. But, at length 
in August, 1843, the Liberty Party was fo r med a t the North. It 
dL'elared that "the moral laws of the Creator are paramount to all 
human laws," and "we ought to obey God rather than man." 

Five years later , in 1848, another party was organized, called the 
Free Soil Party. And now a great campaign was made at the North 
against slavery. At the election, thirteen Free Soilers were elected to 
Congress, and when Congress met, the slavery question came up. 
Some of the States had refused to observe the Constitution, so it was 
Ilfoposed that Congress should pass a law requjring the Federal Courts 
to obey the Constitut ion about returning slaves to thei r owners. In ad· 
vocating this law, Daniel Webster, t he great Senator from Massachu· 
seth said, in his speech in t he Senate, that " there was unusual feeling 
,at t he North created by an incessant action on t he public mind of Abo· 
Iition societies, Abolition presses and Abolition lectures." Says he: 
"No drum·head in the longest day's march was ever more inces.santl)" 

beaten and smitten tha n public sentiment at the North had been, 
every month and day and hour, by the din and rubadub of Abolition 
workers and Abolition preachers." 
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And, on March 11, 1850, in th~ Sel'!ate, Seward declar ed: "There 
is a higher law than th~ Constitution," etc, etc. And now all the 
Abolition leaders hecame Ambassadors of the Deity to enforce His 
Higher Law. And so Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Law. 

In the midst or the din deseribed by Daniel Webster, Mrs Harriet 
Beecher Stowe wrote the story of "Uncle Tom's Cabin" in which she 
depicted the life of a slave as so miserable as to arouse the utmost 
sympathy. Ot this book the Encyclopedia Britannica says: "The 
publication of 'Uncle Tom's Cabin,' in book form in March, 1852. 
was a factor which must be reckoned in summing up the many causes 
of the Civil War. The book sprang into unexampled popularity and 
was translated into at least twenty-three languages. Mrs Stowe then 
re..enforeed her s tory with 'A Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin,' i!l which 
she accumulated a large number of documents and testimonials 
against the Great Evil." 

Other books were written to inflame the North on the subject of 
slavery. Among them was another written by Mrs. Stowe, "Deed, A 
Tale of the Dismal Swamp," which doubtless met with great pOllUlar
ity. In 1857, a young man, Hinton Rowan Helper, was led to write 
a book, "The Impending Crisis," in which he add~d "fu~1 to the 
flame." It is at once a curiosity in literature and one of the mOllt 
diabolical books that was ever published. Accepting t he Census figures, 
he mentions that at the South there were 6,181,177 whites, of whom 
347,536 were slave owners. Allowing five persons to a family, there 
were about three times as many non-slaveholders as slaveholders. 

Notwithstanding there were at the South about three non-slave
holders to every slaveholder, and every white man was a voter, 
Helper ascribes to slaveholders a virtual superiority. He declares
page 44-"Never were the poorer classes of a people, and these 
classes so largely in the majority, and all inhabiting the same country, 
so basely duped, so adroitly swindled, or 80 damnably outraged." 
Then on page 96, "Except among the non-slaveholders, who besides 
being kept in the grossest ignorance, are under the restraints of in
iquitous laws, patriotism has ~ased to exist within her borders." But 
instead of there being any deplorable condition in North Carolina at 
that period, it was rich in accomplishment, contentment, and happi
ness reigned. The public schools, begun in 1840, now had 177,000 
white pupils, of whom 18,000 were in academics at the University. 

The exports of the United States for the year 1858 were: Products 
of the North., $45,308,541; products of the North and South, $34,667,-
591; products of the South, $HI3,405,961. Total, $273,392,093. 

The imports were $313,610,000. The products of t he South were 
much more valuable than those of the North. 

Confining ourselves to Helper's view, we see millions of white peoplo 
at the South-with no sense. He makes some extracts and writes, 
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"These extTacts show conclusively that immediate and independent 
political action on the part of the non-slaveholding whites of thc South 
is with them not only a publie duty, but also of the utmost im· 
portance. [ f not, they will be completely degraded to a social and 
political level with the negroe!," etc., etc. 

Such was Helper 's pl'opnganda. But most persons held a different 
view- that as long as the Africans were held as a subject face , every 
white person stood on a higher platform. There was a grent gulf 
between the races. In law, every white man was equal. However, such 
wns the view Helper presented, and so he sought to orgnnize th~ 

non-slaveholding whites of the South to accomplish his purpose. 
And on page 155, he says he proposed to erect a banner . "Inscribed 

on the banner which we herewith unfold are the mottoes: 
"'1. Thorough organization on the part of the non-slaveholding 

whites of the South. 
"'2. Ineligibility of slaveholders-never another vote to the traf

ficker in human flesh. 
"'3. No co-operation with slaveholders in politics-no fello wship 

with them in religion-no affiliation with them in society. 
"'4. No patronage to slaveholding merchants-no guest sha ll use 

s lave waiting hotels-no fees to slaveholding lawyers-no employ
ment of sll!.veholding physicians-no audience to slaveholding pm·sons. 

"'5. No recognition of pro-slavery men exeept as ruffians. outlaws, 
and criminals. 

"'G. Abrupt discontinuance of subscriptions to pro-slavery news
papers .. ' " 

Then addressing the s laveholders, he says: "But, Sil'S, Knights of 
the bludg(."On, Cavaliers of the bowie knives and pistols, and Lol'ds of 
the lash . ." He says 89 to the use of the word "gentleman," 
page 116, "An appellation which we would no sooner think or applyi ng 
to a pro-slavery slaveholder or any other pro-slavery man tha n we 
would think of applying it to a border ruffian, a thid, or a murderer." 
And on page 140, "'Ve contend that slaveholders ·are more cruel t han 
common murderers of men." 

On page 139 , he says, "We mean precisely what our words expJ;eS! 
when we say we believe thieves are, as a general rule, less amennble 
to the moral law than slaveholders," and then he shows how much 
.worse a slaveholder is than Il thicf-such as : "Thieves l)ractice deceit 
on the wise, but slaveholders take advantage of the ignorant." "We 
contend, moreover, that slaveholdel's are more criminal than common 
murderers." 

Such was the denunciation of t.he slaveholders-worse than thieves 
and murderers! 

In an address to the non-slaveholders, he says: "Non-sla\'eholders 
of the South, farmers, mechanics, and workingmen, we ta ke this 
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occa:;ion to assure you that the slaveholders, the arrogant demagogues 
whom you have elected to offices of honor and profit, have hoodwinked 
you, trifted with you, 3nd used you 3S mere tools for the consumma· 
tion of their wicked designs," 

"Indeed, it is our honest conviction that all the pro·slavery slave· 
holders deserve to be at once reduced to a parallel with the bascst 
criminals that lie fettered within the cells of our public pri!Jons. 
Were it possible for the whole number to be gathered together and 
transformed into four equal gangs of licensed robben, ruffians, 
thieves, and murderers, society would sutTer less fronl their atrocities 
than it docs now." 

/ 
One of his appeals to the cupidity of the non·slaveholders is il· 

lustrative of his argument: "South of Mason and Dixon's line, we, 
the non-slaveholders, have 331,902,120 acres of land, the present 
market value of which is, as previously stated, only $5.34 per acre; 
by abolishing slavery, we eXllcct to enhance the value to an average 
of at least $28.07 per acre, and thus realize an average net increase 
of more than seventy-five hundred million dollars." 

Then on page 128, he addresses the slaveholders: "Henceforth, 
Sirs, we are demandants, not supplicants. It ia for you to decide 
whether we are to have jU8tice peaceably or by violence, for whatever 
consequences may follow, wa are determined to have it one way or 
another." "Do you aspire to become the victims of hite non·slaveholders 
vengcance by day and of barbarou8 ma8sacre by negroes at night? 

"Would you be instrumental in bringing upon your selves, your 
wives, and your children, a fate too terrible to contemplatl'l? Shall 
history cease to eite, a s an instance of unexampled cruelty, the mas
sacre of St. Bartholmew, because the world, the South, shall have 
furnished a more direful scene of atrocity and carnage?" 

"We would not wantonly pluck a single hair from your heads-but 
we have endured lang, we have endured much, slaves only of the most 
despicable class would endure more. And now, Sirs, you must emanci· 
pate thcm--or we will emancipate them for you." 

"And now, Sirs, we have thus laid down our ultimatum. What are 
you going to do about it? Something dreadful as a matter of course. 
Perhaps you will dissolve the Union again. Do it! if you dare. Our 
motto, and we would have you to understand it, is the abolition of 
slavery, and the perpetuation of the American Union. Ii by any means 
you do succeed in your miserable attempts to take the South out of 
the Union today, we will bring her back tomorrow; if she goes away 
.... ith you, she will return without you." 

He proposed t hat "sonletime during this year, next, or the year 
after, let there be a general convention of non· slaveholders from 
every State in the Union, to deliberate on the mOlm!ntous issues now 
PE'nding, First, let them adopt measures for holding in constraint 
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the diabolical excesses of: the oligarchy, and so on. If need be, let the 
delegates to this convention continue in session one or two wee1Is." 

He then addrellllcs the Northern people: "Freemen or the North! 
we earnestly entreat you t.o think of these things. Heretofore, as mere 
Free Soilers, you have approached but half way to the line of your 
duty; now for your sakes and for ours, and for the purpose of perpetu· 
sting this glorioua Republic, which your Flithers and ours founded in 
spetennial avenue of blood, we ask you in all seriousness to organize 
yourselves as one man under the banner of Liberty, and to aid us in 
exterminating slavery, which is the only thing that militates against 
our complete aggrandizement as a Nation. In this extraordinary crisis 
of affairs, no man can be a true patriot without fir!t becoming an 
Abolitionist." This doctrine found willini: hearts to agree to it. The 
Christian societies gladly accepted anything defamatory of the slave
holders and this publication was timely. 

In Lincoln's great campaign for the Senatorship, he had declared 
that this government could not endure permanently half slave and 
half free. " It will become all one thing--or all the other." 

While Lincoln', words were being echoed throughout the North, 
Helper's book was published. Its value as an aid to the movement 
against slavery was immediately ICCn by the Republican leaders, and, 
under the title of "A Manifesto of the Impending Crisis," and bearing 
the indorsement of sixty-four members of Congress and well-known 
Republicans, it was distr ibuted throughout the NOI-th and West in 
batches of 100,000 copies, and put into the homes. 

The potency of in effect in arraying the masses of the North 
against the Southern people cannot be estimated. There is no better 
illustration of itl general effect on the northern mind than the con
duct of Rev. Mr. Worth, who brought a copy of it to North Carolina. 
On being asked why he did not abide by the North Carolina laws, he 
replied: " I have no respect for Nor th Carolina laws, fo r they al·C 
enacted by adulterous drunkards and gll.mblers." He did not quote 
Helper's words, but he had his idea. 

Helper's suggef!tion that the negroes might rise in insurrection may 
have inflamcd John Brown to mnke his attempt leading to that hor
rible episode, whleh, in its result-the conferr ing of !lsinthood on that 
despicable scroundrel-illustrates the feeling of the Northern fanatics 
and embittered the people of the South, non-slaveholders as well as 
slaveholders. The election for Congress was held after a bitter 
campaign. Helper's book played its part well. While only sixty-four 
Republic:an Congressmen distributed this book, they succeeded in 
almost doubling the number of RepubliCAn members elected. 

And, when Congress met, the Republic:ans c:ame near to having a 
majority. They nominated John Sherman, of Ohio, for Speaker. He 
was one of the sixty-four members of Congress who had s igned a 
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paper indorsing R::!lper's "Impending Crisis," and was instrumental 
in distributing the book by batches of 100,000. 

The Democrats introduced a resolution that no one who had in· 
dorsed Helper's book was fit to be a speaker (Howe, p. 386). A vio· 
lent debate followed, and the excitement at times reached such a pitch 
that there was great danger of a riot on the floor of the House. 

One Scnator wrote: "So violent is the feeling that the members on 
IJoth sides are mostly armed with deadly weapons, and it is said that 
the friends of each are armed in the galleries." Another Senator 
'~·rote: "I believe every man in both houses is armed with a revolver
some with two--and a bowie knife." 

Helper's words ,dear to Republican hearts, were uttered in Can· 
gress. (Howe, p. 388). Lovejoy, among other intemperate expres
sions, said: "Slaveholding is worse than robbery, than piracy, than 
polygamy." That was the doctrine of the Democrats, and "the doc
ti·i:te of devils as well," and that there was no place in the universe 
outside of thc five limits of hell and the Democratic party where the 
practice and prevalence of such a doctrine would not be a disgrace. 
There followed a great upronr. 

And Potter, a big Republican member from Wisconsin, was con
spicuous in the melee, shouting and gesticulating like one beside him· 
self. And for a time, Lovejoy and Potter became immensely popular 
in the North (Howe, p. 388). 

More than two months passed before the House could elect a 
speaker, and the feeling among the Congressmen and the lobbymen 
at Washington were shared by the people in their bomes. Some 
months passed-and an Abolitionist was elected President. First 
South Carolina seceded, and then other Southern states. The Presi. 
dent, Mr. Buchanan, held that the Constitution did not give Congress 
the right to make war on a State, and Congress, instead ot declaring 
war, asked the Northern states to arrange for the seceded statoo 
to return. 

Mr. Lincoln, becoming Pl·esident, stated in his inaugural: "In your 
hands, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of Civil War. The 
Government will not assail you." 

Then, presently, his cabinet having agreed to evacuate Fort Sumter, 
he let that be known as many rejoiced: but on April 1 he changed 
}jis mind. He would start a war. Why? How much did the spirit 
of "The Impending Crisis," at work in the hearts of the Republicans 
in their homes, lead to Lincoln's change of heart? Had there been no 
such book, would Lincoln have precipated the war against the South
ern states? 

Helper's book had done much in making the foundation on which 
that spirit was built. And again was his vision of a negro insurrec_ 
tion indulged in by his co·workers! 
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NULLIFICATION, NORTH AND SOUTH 

The subject of Nullification is a particularly apt subject fo r our 
consideration at the present time. It is true that our conception of 
the meaning of Nullification has gradually changed during the last 
one hundred and sixty years-yet the subject is a much discussed one 
at the present date. Such subjects as "The High Cost of Nullifica
tion," "Ethics of NUllification," "Sanctity of the Law," etc., are 
familiar to everyone who reads the national periodicals. 

What historical basis did the states of the Union have for their 
belief in Nullification? According to the peace treaty with Great 
Britain, signed in Paris in 1783, the independence of each State was 
recognized. And as a Sovereign State, each had the right to remain 
independent or to delegate such power as that State deemed wise in 
case of a union. And when the Constitution was adopted-after the 
obvious failure of the Union under the Articles of Confederation
some States held that a State had the right to nullify any and all 
Jaws not specifically delegated to the government by the several 
States. This theory of government was first embodied in the Virginia 
and Kentucky Resolutions of 1798. These resolutions from the pens 
of Madison and Jefferson, respectively, declared alien and sedition 
acts unconstitutional. They set forth the doctrine of States' Rights, 
according to which it was claimed, first, that when the Constitution 
was formed, the States by a common agreement united to create the 
national government and entrusted to it certain powers; second, that 
the national government so created was authorized to act simply as 
the agent of the States, which were the real sovereigns, and to do 
only those things which were specifically granted to it in the compact 
of the Constitution; and, third, that the right to decide whether the 
national government did or did not act according to the terms of tae 
compact belonged to the States alone, the creators of the national 
government. 

The legislature of Kentucky went a step farther the following year 
and added to these premises the logical conclusion that if a State 
should decide that the national government had acted contrary to the 
agreement-for example, by passing unconstitutional laws in Con
gress-the State should declare those laws null and void. How it 
worked out in actual practice was not made clear at the time. Its 
enemies declared that it would not work at all. They pointed out how 
it might easily happen that some States would choose to nullify one 
law, other States another law, until the national government became 
an ohject of ridicule and its laws reduced to confusion. These were 
thc arguments of Washington and Adams, who favored, as the final 
judge for all the States in matters concerning the interputation of 
the Constitution, the Supreme Court of the United States, on the 
ground that in this way only could the dignity of the national gov-
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erJIment be safeguarded and the uniformity of the national laws 
throughout the Union be secured. 

The principles of the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions led to 
many contlicts between States and the National governmcnt, par 
ticularly in New England during the War of 1812, when that section 
was opposed to the policy of the National Governnlent, and reached 
its height when it played an important part in br inging on the War 
between the States-between the North and South in 1861. 

On July 4, 1854, at Framingham, MaSlI., a great concourse of 
people gave expression to their rebellion. They first burnt a COllY of 
the Act of Congress, called "The Fugitive Slave Lawi" next the 
decision of Judge Loring in the case of Bevas; next the charge of 
Judge Curtis to the Federal Grand Jury ; and, lastly, burnt the Con
stitution as "The Covenant of Death and Agreement with Hell"-"at 
which, from that vast crowd, a t remendous shout of 'Amen: went up 
to heaven in ratification of t he deed"-and Garrison, t he leader, de
clared that "the F r ee States should withdraw f rom the Union-and 
have no Union with slaveholders"-and it is said that he and some 
of his followers would no longer vote as citizens. 

In New York, the great leader, Seward, announced the doctrine, 
"A Higher Law" than the Constitution, and declared " An Irrepres
sible Confl ict," and this new doctr ine was received with enthusiasm. 
The constitution was not to be obeyed. There was a Higher Law; 
and so the Rebellion spread. There was a clash between t he Con
stitution and the " Law of God," said the rebels-and they assumed 
the role of Ambassadors of the Deity. Vermont and Massachusetts 
were the fir st states to act-then followed Pennsylvania and other 
states. The action in Wisconsin was most vigorous. There, as s tated 
hy Daniel Wait Howe, "President of the Indiana Historical Society," 
in his political History of Secession, the Gover nor, the Supreme 
Court, the Legis lature and the people of W isconsin nullified t he Act 
of Congress;" and that state became the companion of t welve other 
Northern States in the Rebellion. 

Books were written to inflame the Northern people against the 
Southern people who stood for the Consti tution. At length, in 1858, 
John Brown, crazed with the subject, after various murderous episodes, 
a ttempted to start an insur rection of the slaves in Virginia. His 
a ttempt failed and he suffered the penalty. While the people of the 
South regarded him as a monster-like those who led the negroes of 

Hayti to massacre there, eminent leaders at the North-such as 
Emerson, Theodore Par ker, and Wendell P hillips--eulogized Brown 
as "A New Saint, making the gallows as g lorious as the Cross," 
saying "the Almighty would welcome him home in Heaven," and that 
" J ohn Brown has gone to Heaven." So that murderer and felon be
ca me the incarnation ot the noblest sentiment of many citizens of the 
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Norfhern Stales, and worship of him crystlllizeil their religious 
~entiment. 

However, at the South, the relations between the African slaves 
tmd the white famili es wi th whom they had been raised were such 
t hat whatC!ver efforts were made to stir up insu rrections were fruit· 
1ess. But the indignation of the whites of the South at Northern 
malevolence was boundless, the hero of the Northern abolitionists a p' 
-pearing to them to ,be a devil incarnllte. Then othel" unfrieno ly actions 
-At the North likewise contributed fuel to the flame. So when Congl'ellS 
met in Doeembcr, 18S9, there was turllloil. 

Says Howe: "The account of the scenes in Congl"ess then would be 
incredible were they not vouched for by reliable Iluthotity. 'One day 
n member f rom New Y()l"k was speaking , and a pistol accidently fell 
irom his pockel Some members bee.ame wild with passion. A scene 
,of pandemonium ensued-and a bloody contest was imminent.' A 
United Stntes Senator wrote : 'The members on both sid2s are mO!;Uy 
armed with deadly weapons, and it is !u\id that the fl"iends of each 
are armed in the galleries: And another Senntor wrote: ' I believe 
every man in both Houses is ar med with a revolvel'-some with two
and a bowie knife besidcs!' " 

The fee ling among the members of Congress was shared by the 
people both North and South in their homes. And "generally t hrough· 
out the North, more especially in New England , th-e voice of the 
eiergy Utundere<\ from evel"Y pulpit ill denunciation of slavery and 
the slaveholders of the South." The higher law made s lavery a sin. 

Many additions were made to the ranks of the Abolitionist, nnd 
especially among the German inhabitants of the Western States. 
Besides the descendants of the early German settlers, in the recent 
decades more than a million other Ger mans had settled in the West, 
and this element was stirred by many new political refugees, who 
readily embraced Seward's doctrine of "The Higher Law," as they 
knew nothing of the history of our country and Cllred nothing for 
our Constitution, "We are the Ambassadors of the Creator to establish 
His Higher Law" was their sentiment. 

The bitter antagonism developed by this r ebellion against thc Con
stitution and denunciation of the sillveholdcrs reached its height 
during the politica l campaign of 1860, and while the candidate for 

President supported by "The Higher Law Party" received only 
1,860,462 votes out of a total of 4,680,700, he was elected by receiving 
180 electoral votes, all in the Northern States, the other candidates 
l'CCeiving only 84, chiefly a t t he South. Howe gives a carefu l account 
of the voting in the Northern States. 

The slaveholders of the seven cotton states, considering the con
dition- pollSible insurrection and other t roublt>-thought it best to 
withdraw from the Union in peace. The cause of their withdrawnl was 
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certainly tne aWtude of the "Righer Law" people toward"s the Corr
~titution. 

As for the right of a State to withdraw, that was thought to be 
beyond question. Tho States had been declared Sovereign States by 
Gt'eat Britain and as such had agreed to the Al·ticles of Confederation, 
which were to be perpetual, but, after six years, eleven States, being
Sovereign States, withdl'ew irQm it. And in so doing, Vil1ginia and 
New YOJ:k declured the right of any State to withdl:aw from the 
New Unioll. 

Washingtan, as a d'elegate from Virginia, presided over the Con
vention that framed the. New Constitution, and certainly assented to 
this declaration by Virginia. The Contimmtal Congress accepted this 
ratification and declaration on the pa'ft of these two states; and two 
yea'fS late'f, when Rhode Island applied for admission to the New 
Union, she likewise declared the right of a State to withd'faw from it, 
just as all the States had_ withd'fawn f'fom the pe'fpetual Union of 
1781. There was no objection then made to those dedaratiolTs, which 
were a part of t he ratifications of the Constitution. So the right to 
withdraw was recognized. And the Supreme COU1't of the United 
States, in its opinion filcd December 22, 1862 (Vol. 67), said that 
under OUt Constitution neithe'f the President, nor Congress had any 
right to make wa'f on a State; and the Court apparently knew of 
nothing to prevent a State from lawfully seceding. It said: "the war
between the Northern and Southern States was to settle that daim 
by 'wager of battle.''' 
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TFrE STATES MADE TijE UNION 

ln the October VETF.ftAN, 1 callcd attention to President Lincoln's 
~lis!'egard of historical fncts when thcy stood in the way of his desire. 
]t struck his fancy to a:;sert that the Union made the States and not 
the State' made the Union. It suited his purpose to declare that, and 
doubtless he considered Hlat it would be an appealing idea and reach 
the hearts of the Northern poo]lle, for he was gifted with 1:'1 certain 
'Sort of wisdom_ 

In his address at Gettysburg, a year after that memorable battle, 
he made a similar venture into the realms of fancy, doubtless being 
animated by the same sort of wisdom, dosing his address with this 
appe&ling sentence: "We here highly resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain; that this nation, under GOO, shal1 have a new birth 
of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, and for 
the poopie shaH not perish from the ea r th ." 

It has been said that this address received but little attention 
throughout the Northern States at the time, but in later years, when 
the North found it interesting to magnify Mr. Lincoln, it has been 
regarded as of SUI'passing exceHence. 

The basis of all fine portrayal is aCCUl'ncy of statemcnt. The de
lineation sm;.uld not be foreign to the subject. Ml'. Lincoln paid slight 
attent:on to this rule when seeking to enlist the ]latriotic I>cople of 
the North in his prOllaganda for a consolidated nation. It is apparent 
that t his appealing thought.---that "government by the people" "shall 
not perish"-is entirely at variance with the fundamentals of the 
tremendous l'Onfiiet he was waging. 

The system of government established by the Constitution in 1788 
between e leven States was not affected by the accession of two more 
States after its establishment, Neither was the system affected by 
the withdrawal of six states in 1861. It remained perfect as to the 
twenty-nine States that l'emaincd in tIle Union. Indeed, instead of the 
system perishing by the withdrawal of some of the States-since 
those States continued under the same system undcr virtual1y the same 
Constitution-the effect, instead of destroying the system, was to 
duplicate it, and thus give the people of the world another example of 
that form of government whose excellence had aWllkcncd general 
admiration. 

Moreover, President Lincoln's character ization as a nation, of the 
system under the Constitution he had sworn to observe and maintain, 
is erroneous, Though Jefferson did not write the Constitution, there 
was not a man concerned in writing it who had the purpose to create 
a nation in the legal meaning of that word. Indeed, although, when 
proposing to invest certain high powers in the government, they had 
fl'Cely used the word "national" in the rough draft, when the Constitu-
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non was preparec for aaoptfon, tFte wore "nctfon'" w:u; enti rely
I)!iminated. The purpose was not to create a nation, but, just (l.!;i 

Jefferson and everybody else desired, to continue the con!eder:ltion,. 
making it a more perfect one, as thc Constitution says, "between the
States." A nation is t:esponsive to the popular will;- a majority of the· 
people rule .. In 1860, MJ:. Lincoln was elected:, bu' failed" to get a. 
majority of votes at the PQlls. Uis election was n l:>triking denial of 
t,he idea that OUll g9vellnmen\ is that 0..£ a nation. So, likcwi3e at the' 
recent presiuential election, altliougfi one candid"ate receivea more than 
seventeen million votes, being two million majority o.ver' his opponent,. 
a change of or/ly about 275,000 votes would' have elected' the defeated" 
candidate in" spite of tilE' two million popular' majol'ity against him. 

Our system is a Confeaeratio'n of States, set up by the colonies; 
after haviltg heed: themselves from a monarchy. Democracy is th<.'" 
fundamental buis of our" Stnte governments. We have forty-eight 
democracies. Regarding each State as a sovel'cignty, we prc~ent to> 
the world an example of fOl"ty-eigtit sovereign ~ll1ocrncie$, eRch free: 
from the corrtrol or interference of any other, but all subject to the 
joint control of the forty-eight in certain specified matter.!. This 
secures to each State the greatellt f~eed&m. 

The separate entity of the severa} sover.eign States is recognizcd 
it! the Constitution from first to last. The Constitution was tq go into 
effect "between any nine States adopting it," not over them, 

As a sovereign State might in itself cstablish an aristocracy, or a. 
limited monarchy, !;uch as Hamilton and John Adams are said to have 
favored, to prevent that, the ratifying States agl'eed to guarantee to 
each other that no such fat'e should befall any. Now, suppose there 
had been no such guarantee, and that Massachusetts and New York 
had been persuaded to have a limited monarchy. Again, any State 
was liable to be invaded and conquered. So the ratifying Stales agrced 
to protect every Statc against invasion. Certainly that would have 
been unnecessary had the States been consolidated into a single nation. 
Yet it is to be' remembered that in 1814, Great Britain hoped and 
eXI)ected to acquire Massaehusetta and other States bordering on 
Canada, and perhaps had not the war then ended she might have 
done so. Indeed, when considering the new Constitution which for 
two years she rejected, Rhode bland threatened to connect herself 
with some EUropean country, The Constitution throughout bears 
evidence t hat our Union is a feder ation of States, each State retaining 
every power and right of a sovereign State, not specified as delegated 
to the Union. 

Now, whnt is the relation of the States to the government? Con
sider legislation by Congress. Legislation is by the States represented 
in the House according to thei r own imllortance, while in the Senate 
there is equality; but, for expediency's sake, there are two members, 
instead of a single member, to represent the State. 
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'Thus, there can be no legislation except by the assent of a majorit y 
'Of the States; and it is expressly agreed that no State shall be de
prived of her equal relH'esentation in the Senate without her consent. 

Then consider the election of the Executive. Were this a nation, the 
President would be elected by a ma-jolity of the )leeple; but it it not so. 
'The States elect the President. Ordinarily, in this election , they have 
votes aooording to their importance. The iegilllaturc of each State 
is to appoint or provide for the appointment of n number of electors 
equal to its representation in Congress, tlnd these Electors, acting for 
t heir States, select the President. In event they fail, then the State 
delegation in the House of Represntatives act as Electors, and, in 
t he name of their State, give n single vote to some candidate. It re
quires a majority of the States to eloct. So, in I S01, Jefferson, who 
received ten votes of sixteen, was eJected; and, in 1825, J ohn Quincy 
Adams got thirteen votes out of twenty-four and was elected. No 
matter how small or how great, each State has a single vote. 

So we see that the government, leg~slative and executive, is by the 
States. Certainly the people of each State constitute that State. The 
sovereignty of the State resides in the people, and the Union is a 
confederntion of forty.eight sovereignties. The Union is governed by 
the States. This government has been declared to be the achievement 
of the highest wisdom known to the human race. There have been 
doubtless a hundred conquerors who have created a hundred nations, 
and there have been some famous confederations in Europe, but our 
American system of a confederation of sovereign States, in a Union, 
under a Constitution, stands as a beacon liS-ht dil'ecting the people 
of the wor ld into the path leading to pure democracy, nnd the greatest 
personal freedom, the greatest happiness and prosperity. It is the 
acme of wisdom in government. This system was not distur bed by the 
withdrawal of six States from the Union, and, although President 
Lincoln had sworn to support it, he announced a doctrine, not founded 
on any provision of the Constitution, that the Constitution created a 
notion; then he solemnly declared that by conquering the SoutheI'TI 
States, bringing thei r unwilling people again into the Union was to 
give n new birth to freedom! While at the time the Northern people 
did not make much of that sentiment, of lnte it is greatly admired. 

Certainly, n return of the States without a wnf was greatly to be 
desired; and steps had been taken to thnt end-and Mr. Lincoln per· 
sonally may have been willing-but he was led to change and to seel; 
to enforce his will by arms. 

Some persons erroneously suppose that Mr. Lincoln began the war 
with the purpose of abolishing slaver y, freeing the negro slaves at 
t he South. So, England, when she estnblished Colonies, forbade them 
to manufacture anything and required them to trade only with Great 
Britain. "To increase their products," she supplied them with African 
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slaves and sola them ncr cO!l\'lets. The war of 1775 waS" for economic 
purposes. So the war of 1861 wns for economic purposes. Mr. Lincoln. 
was urged on by the northwestern folks who did not wish to lose the-. 
trade of the Mississippi River, and by the finandal and commerdal 
people 9.1: the northeut, who could point to the ten per cent tariff of 
the Southern. Confe41eracy ond to the eQtton expoJ:ts, which, in 1859, 
had been $161,434,923 out of a total of $278,302,080; while the South. 
furnished perhaps the greater part of the residue ! 

So it came about that on March 30, 1861, the New Y()rk Tim.e,. 
spea king 6Z catiledr(l, stlids "It is no longer an abstract question, one 
of a constitutional constnlction, OT reserved or delegated powers of 
the states to the Federal Government, but of 11!atcriat eristcJlc6, and! 
moral posi tion both at home and abroad." The North had to have the 
South even by conquest ! And so Mr. Lincoln started the war. He 
had no purpose to interfere with s lavery, but held that under the 
Constitution, neither he nor Congress could interfere with slavery_ 
Aiter four years of war, he said, in his second inaugural: "The prog
ren vf our arms on which all depends. Neither party expected for 
the war the magnitude or the duration it has already attained. Each 
looked for an easier t r iumph." Yes, he certainly looked for an easier 
t r iumph. We may well believe that had he fu lly realized what was t& 
come, he would have listened to the pleadings of W. H. Seward, his 
S~retary of State, and have sought a peaceful restoration of the 
Union. Instead, he took his own course. And, after declining, in 
F ebruary, 1865, a t Hampton Roads, to consider anything but uncon
ditional surrender, in hi s Inaugural of March 4, he decla~d: "Yet, 
if God wills that it continues until all the wealth piled by the bonds
man's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and every drop of blood th'awn with the lash shall be paid by another 
drawn with the sword, a s was said three thousand years ago, so still 
it must be aaid, the judgments of t he Lord are tt'ue and righteous 
a ltogether." And it was all his own doing-from start to finish. So 
he conquered the South for economic reasons, as most of the wars 
have been waged in Europe. And it brought him the fame of unneces
sarily causing t he deaths of more human beings llnd of destroying 
more wealth and property, and of caus ing more sorrow, distress, and 
sectional hat red than attaches to the name of any other person that 
ever lived up to that time. And yct there arc those who speak of him 
as a good, kindly man! 

[ 22] 



THE RIGHT OF SECESSION 

Some time back there was an inU:'lresting incident in the United 
States Senate, Senator Walsh, of Montana-very naturally for hinl 
and very innocent of tread'ing on anybody's toes-snid that all the 
members of Congress who had :Jerved in the Confederate armies had 
been, "technically," "traitors and rebels," Whereupon Senator Blease, 
of South Carolina, jumped on him with both feet and declared that if 
anyone had said that outside ot the chamber, the "Old Harry" would 
have been to pay, In the following I have taken occasion to write on 
the subject historically, examining Mr, Lincoln's l)remise that the 
Union began in 1774, and that no State could get out of that u.ion 
then c«ated, and then, passing on to the Union under the Con;,titu· 
tion of 1789, 

Our daily life of contentment and happiness hal a tendency to 
obliterate the grounds on which the South thought the states had 
a right to withdraw from the Union, It is the mere right that I 
wish to talk about. 

The colonies, having joined in a Declaration of IlIdClj>ClndClllce, Clon· 
tinued to cooperate, e:t:pccting to enter into .. Confederacy, A plan 
of confederation was framed, but it was not agreed to until May, 1781. 

The second article of this Confederation is: "Each State retains its 
sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, 
and right which is not expressly delegated to the United States in 
Congress assembled," 

Third: "The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league 
~f friendship with each other," 

Thirteenth: "And the articles of this confederation shall be in· 
violately observed by every State and the union be perpetual; nor 
shall any alt~ration at any time hereafter be made in any of them 
unless such alteration is ag«ed to in a Congress of the United States 
and afterwards c;onfirmed by the legislature of every State," 

Aiter that, by treaty of peace with Great Britain, it was declared 
by the king of Great Britain that each State-naming each of thelll
was "a free, sov~J.;eign, and independent State," 

That confederation existed until 1787, when Virginia proposed to 
supplant it with a new one, This new one was to go into effect be· 
tween any nine States that might ratify it, When the new Constitu· 
tion was submitted to the States, eleven of them ratified it, and it 
went into operation between them in 1788, Under it a President was 
to be elected in February, 1789, by eleetors chosen in January, 178!l, 
Somehow, New York did not vote in that election; North Carolina and 
Rhode Island did not, for they had not ratified the Constitution ; so, 

·wl:len Washington was elected President in February, 1789, only ten 
states voted, Certainly, North Carolina and Rhode Island were no 
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longer united to the otner states. As fo tnem, the Confederacy that 
was to be perpetual had been broken up by the other eleven states. 
and they were leit IIlone. 

When Virginia and New York ratified they said that "the states 
reserved the right to resume the powers dctegated to the United 
States;" so likewise did Rhode Island. 

And that walt the general understanding. Their ratification with 
that declaration in it was not objeeted to by anyone. The righ t to 
resume the powenJ d'eleptcd to t he Congrus was exercised by the 
states when they broke up the confederation; and when North Caro
lina and Rhode bland wc re out of the new union, they had full sov
ereign powers. 

Although the first conIederation was to be perpetual and not sub
ject to chsng-e except by unanmious consent, the states:, by reason of 
thei r sovereign power, could withdraw f rom it-and did so. 

Later, when a ncw onion was made between the states, they re
tained the same sovereign powers, and some so declared in adopting 
the new agreement, without objt'Ction; and they omitted to say that 
the new union was to be per petual; and having also omitted to say 
that the states retained all the powers not delegated, they at once put 
that in the Constitution. 

When the uninformed intelligence of the North ascribes to ministers 
of the gospel at the South, to our patriots who hnve been examples of 
high virtue and nobility of character, to the gentle ladies of the South, 
the spirit of "tl'aiton," and cite Aaron Burr and J ohn Brown on one 
hand, and George Washington and Benjamin Franklin on t he other, 
the latter having said, "We must all hang together, or we will all hang 
separately," J remilld them that when Washington raised his flag on 
January 2, 1776, at Bostoll-the very flag he had directed Betsy Ross 
to make- that flag bore the ensign of Great Britain along with the 
colorll of the Washington coat-of-arms. It was as a subject of the 
king that he was citdming his rights all a British lIubject. The citi
zens of the seceded states were never subjects of any state but that of 
which they were citizens. They owed obedience and allegiance to 
their states and never to any other state. W hatever obedience they 
owed to the government of the United States was by virtue of the 
delegated a\lthOl'ity of these several states whieh had now been 
withdrawn and had cnded. 

VIRGINIA'S RATIFICATION OF THE CoNSTiTUTION 

Proceedings in the convention of Virginia, Wednesday, 25 June, 
1788. Debates of the Convention. 

On motion, Ordered: That a committee be appointed to prepare and 
report a form of ratitkation, pursuant to the first resolution; and 
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that his Excellency Governor Randolph, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Corbin, compose the said committee. 

His Excellency Governor Randolph reported, from the Committee 
appointed according to order, a form of ratification, which was read 
and agreed to by the conventton, in the words following: 

Virginia, to wit: 

We, the delegates of the people of Virginia, duly elected in pursu
ance of a recommendation from the general assembly, and now met 
in convention, having fully and freely investigated and discussed the 
proceedings of the Federal Convention, and being prepared as well 
as the most mature deliberation hath enabled us to decide thereon, 
Do, in the name and in behalf of the people of Virginia, declare al'ld 
make known that the powers granted under the Constitution being 
d(!rived from the people of the United States may be resumed by them 
whensoever the same shall be perverted to their injury or oppression, 
and that every power not granted thereby remains with them and at 
their will: That, therefore, no right of any denomination can be can
celled, abridged, restrained, or modified by the Congress, by the 
Senate, or House of Representatives, acting in any capacity, by the 
President or any department or officer of the United States, except in 
the instances in which power is given by the Constitution for those 
purposes; and that, among other essential rights, the liberty of con
science and of the press cannot be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or 
modified by any authority of the United States. 

With these impressions, with a solemn appeal to the searcher of 
hearts for the purity of our intentions and under the conviction, that, 
whatsoever imperfections may exist in the Constitution, ought rather 
to be examined in the mode respcribed therein than to bring the 
Union into danger by a delay, with a hope of obtaining amendments 
previous to the ratification: 

We, the said Delegates, in the name and in behalf of the people of 
Virginia, do, by these presents, assent to and ratify the Constitution 
recommended on the 17th day of September, one thousand, seven 
hundred and eighty-seven, by the Federal Convention, for the govern
ment of the Unitild States; hereby announcing to all those whom it 
may concern that the said Constitution is binding upon the said, 
people, according to an authentic copy hereto annexed, in the words 
following: 

On motion, Ordered, That the secretary of this convention cause to 
be engrossed, forthwith, two fair copies of the form of ratification 
and of the proposed Constitution of government, as recommended by 
the Federal Convention on the 17th day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven. 

And then the Convention adjourned until tomorrow morRing twelve 
o'clock. 
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TKURSDAY, THt 26TH OF JUNE, 1788 

All engrossed form the ratification agreed to yesterday containing 
th~· propo~d constitution of government, as recommended by the 
Federal cOnvention on the seventeenth day of September , one thou
sand seven hundred and eighty-seven, being prepared by the sccre
tary, was rcad and signed by the president in behalf of the convention. 

On motion, Ordered, That the said ratification be transmitted by 
the president, in the name of this convention, to the United States in 
Congress assembled. 

T he ratification by New York, July 26, 1788 (Stephen's History of 
U. S., p. 847-8): 

"We, ttle delegates of the people of New York da 
declare and make known that the powers of government may be 
reas~umed by the people whenever it shall become necessary to their 
hap'piness; that every power, jurisdiction, and right which is not by 
the said constitution clearly delegated to the Congress of the United 
S~tes, or the department of the government thereof, remains to the 
people of the several States, or to their respeetive State governments, 
to whom they may have granted the same." , . 

"We, the delegates of the people of Rhode Island and Plantations, . , 
~?!y elected, etc., do 41lC1ar~ and make known (ITt) That 
Ute powers of government may be resumed by the people whenever 
ft· shall bec<lme necessary 'to their happiness"-as in the ratification of 
New York. 
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SECESSION, INSURRECTION OF THE NEGROES, AND 
NORTHERN INCENDI:ARISM 

Secession was a right claimed by Virginia, New York and Rhode 
Island in their ratification of the, Constitution and not denied by any 
but assented to by all. 

Seven States seceded in the winter of 1860, and, on March 11, 1861, 
formed a new Confederacy of Sovercign States with virtually the 
same Constitution as the United States. It created "a government 
proper," and the laws of Congress acted directly on individuals. The 
other Southern States seceded later when called on to engage in a 
war against t.his new Confederacy. Why was that first secession ? 
~friean slavery had existed in every colony and State, and was par
ticula.rly recognized and cared for in the Constitution, every State 
agreeing to return to the owner any fugitive slave. Without this 
recognition there could have been no Union. An eminent justice of 
the United States Supreme Court, Henry Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, 
in 1883, declared slavery "the cornerstone" of the government. (John
son v •• Tompki7U:I, 1 Baldwin.) In time, the Northern States, whose 
sh ipping had brought many of the negroes to this country, abandoned 
slavery. Still every man who held office swore to support the Con
stitut ion. There was only one honest way out of the obligation to 
respect slavery, and that was to withdraw from the Union. 

Instead of doing this, the Northern States became the place for 
numerous combinations of persons formed to bring about and promote 
ncgro revolt and insurrection in the South. No laws were passed by 
lhe Northern States to restrain them. 

These persons encouraged Nat Turner's Insurrection in Virginia in 
1828, and a similar attempt made, near Wilmington, in North Carolina, 

Thus it came about that a joint committee of the two Houses of the 
Legislature in North Carolins, in 1831, reported they were satisfied 
"that an extensive combination now exists to excite in the minds of 
the slaves and colored persons of this and the other slave States the 
f~lings and opinions leading to insurrections." They also reported 
"the actual detection of the circulation of the incendiary publications 
Ilnd discovery of the designs," etc., "and we are led to fear the most 
ruinous consequences." 

Mter that year the abolition sentilnent continued to grow at the 
North until , at length, a dozen Northern States nullified the Constitu
tion and Acts of Congress, and, in Massachusetts, some persons even 
burned them! It was declared that those States "have permitted the 
open establishment of societies whose avowed object is to disturb the 
peace of other States." "They have incited by emissaries, books, and 
pictures the negroes to servile insurrection." Although Congress had 
no authority over negro slavery, its table was covered with petitions 
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for its abolition expressed in the harshest ponible terms about the 
Southern people. 

Every means was resorted to to disturb the peace of the South. 
Besides the effort to promote insur rection, a fight was m:lde against 
the article in the Constitution allowing the South representation for 
three.fifths of its slaves. A provision to that effect appeared in he 
Resolutions of the Hartford Convention, and it kept appearing year 
after year, although the motion to allow such representation had 
originally comc from a Northern man. Then the provision in the 
Constitution for returning fugitive slaves was nullified. 

Societies were fonned to run off negroes from the plantations by 
secret means, caUed "the Underground Railway." Hundreds were 
carried off. Nothing was done to prevent it. 

None of these schemes was sufficient to solidify the people of the 
North till the idea of stopping "the extension of slavery" sei%cd upon 
the politicians t here. This was first tried in connection with the ad· 
mission of the State of Missouri in 1820. 

Out of the strugglo which arose in 1820 came a Compromise act, 
which permitted Missouri to come in as a slave Stato but divided the 
rest of the outstanding territory by the parallel of 36· 30' North 
latitude. Under it the North got nine-tenths of the area. 

There was no real probability of another slave State. But while the 
South was ready to yield to the dictates of nature, they were not so 
readily disposed to yield up thei r rights under the Constitution at the 
dictation of Northern fanatics. They claimed that the Constitution 
made no difference between slaves and other property, and that the 
country during its first 40 years acknowledged it in all its dealings. 
-Witness the Treaty of Peace in 1814, when Great Britain agreed to 
pay for the slaves carried off, and did so. And even at lato as 1856 
Great Britain paid for the slaves that escaped from tho C1"eQle in 1841. 

Out of this agitation sprang certain societies in the North who 
organized emigration to Kansas. Civil war ensued, and many were 
killed. 

Then arose the Republican party, composed of many lawless ele· 
monts, the Abolitionists, who burnt the Constitution, the Know-noth· 
ing8, who burnt the Catholic churches, and the agitators who promoted 
'rebellion in Kansas with Sharp's rifles. 

Thence arose the phantasm called "the Slave Power." In eombina· 
tion with the abolitionists and the anti.alavery advocntes everywhere, 
the writers and speakers of the North, foaming at the mouth with 
frenzy, tore to tatters the good name and fa me of the Southern people 
and deluged the land with lectures and tracts upon the threatening 
approach of this terrible monster , "the Slave Power." 

This excitement, which assumed a form of madness, was not abated 
when the Supreme Court of the United States in the Ored Scott case 
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decided in 1857 that t.he Constitutional right was all on the side of 
the South. The Supreme Court was abused, as if the members were 
pirates and horse thieves. But it is a singular fact that six years 
after the war the same court decided there was no difference by the 
common law and the law of nations between slaves and other property. 
(OllboM1e 1IS. NidwisO''n, 13 Wallace, 661.) 

Then a defamatory book by that renegade Southerner named Helper 
had different treatment. and at the election in 1858 it was endorsed 
by the Republican Congressmen and widely circulated throughout the 
North. Its effect was notable. That party increased its membership 
in Congress from sixty-seven to nearly double that number. In it the 
author said to the slaveholders: "Henceforth, Sirs, we are demand
ants-not suppliants. It is for you to decide whether we are to have 
justice peaceably or by violence, for whatever consequence--we are 
determincd to have it one way or another. Would you be instru
mentlll in bringing upon yourselves, your wives and your children a 
fate too horrible to contemplate? Shall history cease to cite as an 
instance of unexampled cruelty the mssssacre of St. Bartholomew 
because the World-the South-shall have furnished a more direful 
SCEne of atrocity and carnage?" Such was the picture of slaughter 
proposed by the fanatic abolitionists, and endorsed by the Republicans.. 

Then John Brown, who had committed many murders in Kansas, 
after raiSing a considerable sum of money in Boston and elsewhere 
and ohtabling a supply of arms, on Sunday October 16, 1859, started 
on his mission. With a force of seventeen whites and five negroes, 
he captured the arsenal at Harper's Ferry, expecting the slaves to 
rise. Brown was a rebel against both Virginia and the United States, 
for while he killed sevel'al' citizens of Virginia, he' attacked United 
States property and killed a United States marine. Brown was tried 
and executed. Then throughout the North, John Brown was said to 
have gone straight to Heaven-a saint! a "Lord High Admiral of the 
Almighty"! 

Congress met on the fifth day of December, 1859, the Republicans 
proposed John Sherman for Speaker. Thereupon, some Democrats 
offered a resolution that no man who endorsed "Helper's Impending 
Crisis" was fit to be Speaker. That raised such a conftict that a riot 
ensued, the members carrying pistols; and it was not until February 
22 that thc House organized by electing as Speaker an Old Line Whig. 
The House would not approve negro insurrection after a conftict last
ing more than two months. 

In 1860 a man named Willis was arrested at Greenville, South Caro
lina for distributing insurrectionary literature to the negroes. 

Then came the election of President. The Republicans met at Chicago 
May 16, 1860, and nominatcd Abraham Lincoln as President. 

On the question at iu ue Lincoln was as unbending as the most 
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radical of his party. He ha.d voted for the Wilmot Proviso in 1846. 
Later Lincoln subscribed $100 to promote John Brown's lawless pro
cecdings (Herndon and Weik, Life of Li1/.C0/1I, II , page 380.) Lincoln 
and the other Republicans pretended to condemn John Brown, but 
when Stephen A. Douglas introduced a resolution to punish those 
people who seek to incite slave insurrections, ., Abraham Lincoln in his 
speech at New York. declared it was a seditious speech"-"his press 
and party hooted it." " It received their jeers and jibes." (See 
Stephens' Pictorial Hi,tOIIl, and Nicolay and Hay, Com7J1ete WOI'ks of 
Abraham Lillcoln I, p. 611.) 

Lincoln was elected by a minority vote and was soon called upon to 
meet the issue of secession. The people of the South had \'eali7:ed the 
possible results. With the people and the State Governments of the 
North making a saint out of a man who had planned and started to 
murder the slaveholdcrs-the whitcs of the South- and the Northern 
.States all going in favor of that party which sym1Jath ized with and 
protected those engaged in such plans, naturally there were in every 
.Southern Stale, those who thought it best to guard against such 
massacres by separating from those States where John Brown was 
deified. 

When the news came that Lincoln was elected, the South Carolina 
Legislature, being in session, called a Stale Convention._ When the 
Convention met, it withdrew from the Union. In its declaration it 
said: "Those States have encouraged and a.ssisted thousands of our 
slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain have been incited 
by emissaries, books, and pictures to servile insurrection. For twenty· 
five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now 
secured to its aid the power of the common government." So South 
Carolina met the threat of massacre, and took final action against the 
Chicago platform, which flaunted the decision of the Supreme Court. 
Had Lincoln professed obedience to the Court, he would have been ac
cepted as President, and South Carolina trusting in the CoUl't for 
plotection against massacre would not have seceded. 

Now why did South Carolina lead the Cotton States into withdraw
ing from the Union? What was the cause? 

We find it stated by President James Buchanan. 

In his annual message to Congress December HI, 1859, President 
Buchanan said (p. 654, Richardson, vol, 5): 

"It ought never to be forgotten that however great may have been 
the political advantages resulting from the Union, these would all 
prove to be as nothing, should the time ever arrive when they cannot 
be enjoyed without serious danger to the personal safety of the people 
of fifteen members of the Confederacy. 

IT the peace of the domestic fireside throughout these States should 
ever be invaded, if the mothers of families within this extensh'e region 
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should not be able to retire to rest at night without suffering dreadful 
apprehensions of what may be their own fate and that of their children 
before the morning, it would be in vain to account to such a people the 
political benefits which result to them from the Union. 

Self preserv.ation is the first_law of nature, and therefore any state 
of society in which the sword is all the time suspended over the heads 
of the people must at last become intolerable." 

In his message of December 8, 1860, President Buchanan said to 
Congress, and virtually to the people of the North (p. 626 Vol. 5, 
Richardson) : 

"The long continued and intempel·atc interferenee of the Northern 
people with the question of slavery in the Southcrn States has at 
length produced its natural effects. 

"I have long foreseen and often forewarned my countrymen of the 
m·w impending dunger. • • • The immediate peril arises not so 
much from these causes as from the fact that the incessant and violent 
agitation of the slavery question throughout the North for the last 
quarter of a century has at length produced its malign influence on 
the slaves and inspired them with vague notions of freedom. Hence a 
sense of security no longcr exists around the family altar. This feeling 
of peace at home has given place to apprehensions of servile insur
reetions. 

"Many a matron throughout the South retires at night in dread of 
what may befall herself and children b<!fore the morning. 

"Self preservation is the first law of nature and has been implanted 
in the heart of man by his Creator for the wisest purpose. 

... • • But let us take warning in time and remove the cause of 
danger. It cannot be denied that for five and twenty years the agita
tion of theNorth against slavery has been incessant. In 1835 pictorial 
hand-bills and inflammatory appeals were circulated extensively 
throughout the South of a character to excite the passions of the slaves 
and in the language of Genl. Jackson to stimulate them to insurrection 
and pl'oduce all the horrors of a servile war." 

At the Presidential election in 1860 the Republican Party was great
ly agitated over the Helper Book which instigated massacre. Lincoln 
and Seward would not say that they were for massacre, but the Abo· 
litionists had the vision of the X-ray and could see through such false 
pretenses. 

The doctrine of both-"the irrepressible conflict" of Seward and "a 
house divided against itself cannot stand" of Lincoln, pointed directly 
to bloodshed. The Abolitionists voted for Lincoln, and Wendell Phillips, 
who rejoiced at his election, said in a speech at Tremont Temple, 
Boston, a few days later: 
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"There was a great noise at Chicago, much pulling of wires a nd 
creaking of wheels, then forth stept Abraham Lincoln, But John Brown 
was behind the curtain, and the cannon of March 4 will only echo the 
riftes at Harpers }<~erry , , , The Republican party have under· 
taken the problcn\ the solution of which will force theR\ to our posi· 

t ion. Not Mr. Seward's "Union and Liberty" which he stole from 
Webster's "Liberty first" (a long pause) then "Union afterwards" 
(Phillips, speechcs atld Lectures, pp. 294, 314). 

South Carolina, having the largest negro population in the Union, 
thought to seek safety by withdrawa l from the Union. And su re 
enough Lincoln made the negro-not union-his first thought, would 
not agree to any compromise, would not come to Washington, a t the 
request of President Buchanan, to help him preserve the peace, and 
finally, urged on by the tariff interests, scnt t roops to F ort Pickens 
and F ort Sumter, and brought on the war. 

At the last of August, 1862, Pope, who was in command of the army 
ncar Washington, was defeated, and, in September, President Lincoln 
thought that by threatening to free the negroes at the South he might 
help his prospects in the War. Delegations from the churches in 
Chicago also addressed him. The radicals in Congress threatened to 
refuse appropriations. (Welling in Rice, Rcmilt1SCcnccs, p. 533. ) He 
said he hesitated. It was to be a war mI!aSUTC. There were those 
who deemed it a barbarity to start an insurrection of the negroes. As 
to that, President Lincoln said: "Nor do I urge objections of a moral 
nature in view of possible consequences of insurrection and massacre 
at the South." 

The French newspaper at New York said: "Does the Government 
at Washington mean to say that, on January 1st it win call for a 
servile war to aid in the conquest of the South? And after the negroes 
have killed the whites, the negroes themselves must be drowned in their 
own blood." Many other persons in America and England asked t he 
same question, but Lincoln contented himself with what he said. 
Governor Morton of Indiana was for the insurrection. Charles Sum
ner, in his speech, at Faneuil Hall said of t he Southern slaveholders: 
" When they rose against a paternal government they set an example 
of insurrection. They cannot complain if their slaves, with better 
reason, follow it." And a few months after Lincoln's proclamation 
Wendell Phillips said in a speech which was much applauded: "I am 
for conciliation but not for conciliating the slaveholde1'$. Death to 
the system, and death or exile to the master is the only motto . . . 
Confiscate their lands, colonize them, sell them, with the guaranty of 
the government to the loyal Massachusetts man or New Yorker." And 
80 talked Winter Davis, Ben Wade and Thaddeus Stevens. 

Lincoln's proclamation had no peaceful humanitarian purpose, fo r 
he excepted the part of the country under his authority and applied 
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]t 'to. 'It 'Pait of tbe co.untTy wbere be had none at t"he time. 1n th:lt 
part he incited the negroes to insurrection , and hu.d no power to 

-control them. Thi s made his act ion veTrt' criminal. 

It is difficult lor us now after 72. years to reali:!;e the .am~ur.t of 
"hatred the Southerners .had to bear. The No.rthern papers at t he be
ginning o.f the war counselled the most demo.niac t reatment. Olle 
paper, the New York Cow·ieT «-nO Enql~irel', advh:lcd thllt "the negroos 
be let loose ·o.n the whites, men, women ami children indiscriminately, 
and to pro.strate the levees 0.11 the Mississippi so as to dl"QWJl. the rebels 
'o.n the lower Mississippi just as we \W)uld drown out rats infclltiJlg' 
.the hull ,of a ship." Welles, Lincoln's Secretar:y of the Navy, state! 
in his Din?lI (II p. 2'17, 278) that tbe Nor.t.h counted on <in surrectio~ 

<:>f t he negroes to keCI) t he Southerners engaged. Therc is no doubt 
:that Lincolll sha.rod in the same expectations as a result of his emall
-cipation proclamation. In a letter to Vice-President 1Jannibal H amil· 
ton, six days later he said: "The time of its 6lfcct SJuthward has not 
come; but northward the effect should be instantaneous." The most 
-obvious fo rm of the "eft'ect Southward" would of cour se hnve been B!I 

insur rection and ma ssauc, but none occurred because of the hUlllanit), 
with which the slaves had beell treated. 

At length in May, 1863, it was arranged tha t there .should be .a gen
eral insurrection throughout the South, and it is not at a ll likely t hat 
Lincoln was ignorant of so widespread and all important an a fTait, 
In Official Records of the Rebellion-Series I, Vol. LI, Part 11, Sup' 
plemental p. 736, is foun d the following-preserved and prin ted by 
t he Government: 

Jiis E xcellency T. O. i\loore. 

Governor of Louisiana, 
Shreveport, La. 

War Department, C. S. A., 

Ricillnond, Va .. July 18. 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to enel~se 11 lette r from A. S. l\Iontgomety, 
lound in the Jllail of a Federal steamer, plyinG' betweell New Bern and 
Norfolk, which was captured by ou r troops. You , .... m perceive that it 
discloses a plan for a general insulTection of the slaves in the Con· 
federaey on 1st of August next . 

James A. Seddon, Secretary of Wa r. 

Confidential. 
Washington, D. C., May 19) 1863 . 

General: A plan has been formed for a s imultaneous movement to 
sever the rebel communications throughout the whole Sou th, wh:llh has 
been sent to some general in each military department in the seceded 
States, in order that they may act in concert and thus aeCUl'e SUCCC!lS. 

The plan is to induc~ the Blacks to make a simultaneous movoment 
of rising, on the niiht of the 1st of Augu1:lt next, over the enti .. e states 
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in re&ellion, to atrn tnetl.lscr,'es witn any ana ever y Kind' of' weapon~ 
tbat mny corn&' to hand, and commence operations by burning 0.11 the
railroad and country bridges, and tear up railroad tracks, and t<1-
destroy tel('grapti Iincs, etc:.., ana. then take to the woods, swamps, or' 
the mountains, 1I'he re theY' mcy emel'g"C as occasiou' may offer for pro-
visions and for funner depred'atiotJ'3, No' 6100dl is' tO' be sYled', except im 
telf defense: Ti\e corn will be r:ipe about the 15t of August and with. 
tbis anJ ftog:!' l'Unlfing wild. in' the wood's; a nd' by foraging upon the
plantations by night, t hey can subsist, This is the plan' in substance~ 
and i( we ean obtaiTf a cortcerted movelN!nt at the time rramed' it wiUl 
doub\le:rs be lIueeessful •. 

The main object of t!'!is letteI'" is- l<r state t he ~me foY:- the ris ing
that it 1l11l ~' be simultaneous over thc whole South~ To carry' out the 
plan itt the aepartlllent in which you have t he command~ you are re
quested to selcct one or more intelligent contra hands, and', after telling 
them the plan and' the time (night of tfce 1st of August), you will send' 
them into the interior of tlle country withiJ1" tne enemy's lines and! 
,vhere the slaves are numerous, with instructions to" communicate the 
plan and the time to as many' intelligent shrTes' as p~ible, and re
questing of eaen to circulate it fa" and wid'e over the country, so that 
we may be able to make the risirtg understood by several hundred' 
thousand slave!" by the time named, 

W'hen yCiu have nlade these arrangements, please enclose this letter 
to &orne other Gene",,1 commanding itt the same department with your
self, sdme one wl'iom you know or be'1i'cve ta be favorable to such move· 
ment, and he, in turn, is requested to send it to aJTOther, and so OD 

until it has traveled the entire round of the Departmcnt, and eaeh 
command and post will in this way be acting ~ogetber in the employ· 
ment of negro slaves to carry the plan into effect. 

In this wa;sr, the plan will be adopted at the lame time and in con· 
een over the whole Sout h, and yet no one of all engaged in it will 
leam the nalnes of his associates, and' will oilly know the number of 
Generals ading together in the movement. To give the last informa
tion, and before enclosing t his letter to some other general, put the 
numeral "1" after the word "approved" at the bottom of the sheet: 

And when it has gone the rounds of the department, the person 
lut receiving it will please enclose it to my address, that J may then 
know and communicate that this plan is being carried out at the 
same time. 

Indorsement 

Yours respectfully, you r obedient servant, 

"Augustus S. Montgomery, 

"Department of North Carolina 
"Approved." 
"1 8.'j 
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'This letter declaring tbis plan was sent to the military, but the copy 
unt to the FedClra\ Governor or General ',at New Bern, tailing into the 
bands of the Confederates, the plall miscarriea. Communieated t4I 
'General Lee he wrote as follows: 
W. O. R. Reeoros. Series 1, Vol. 18. Pp. 1072·1t>73 . 
.R. E. Lee to Han. Seey of War. l:Iquars May 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the bonor 'to enclose you a 'copy of a lette't ft,rwarded 
to me 011 t11c 21st inst. by his Excellency 'Gov. VD:nce of N. C. Gov. 
Vance states that it is II copy "Of an ()rigibal letter addressed to Gen. 
Foster, and recently takeb in a Federal mail, 'Captured by some of our 
troops in the Stale service. The G"Overnor also says that he has not 
given publicity to the letter, a oour.,e whick 1 have: adviBe:d kim tha:t 
1 comtide:r prudent and judiciotl •. I have suggcsted to Gov. Vance to 
<:ause the State and military authorities bo be confidentially advised 
-of the proposed movement, thnt proper pretautionary measures may 
be adopted. Without knowin~ anything of 'the ICltter or tbe writer, 
further tban may be inferred from the apparent indications of ·1:he 
connection of the latter eithcr with those in authority or with others 
who have united to carry out this diabolical project, I decm it my duty 
to lay the mntter Woce you for such action as you may see fit to take 
in the premises. 

I am, &e., R. E. Lee, General. 

Such an insurrection, arranged fo1" by the Government, was exactly 
what the people cf the South apprehended when they withdrew from 
the Union. The apprehensicn was that the John Browns would give 
trouble and inaugurate a race war. It was feared that the Govern
ment would not seek to prevent John Brown insurrections, and, the 
better to guard against them, the Cotton States withdrew from the 
Union. The proposed general uprising of the African slaves speaks 
for itsclf. 

Both in his proclamation of July 7th, 1864, and his second inaugural, 
March 4th, 1865, Lincoln advocated a war, to last If necessary for 
conquest, till the South was "utterly destroyed." And Charles Francis 
Adams, the eminent Northem scholar and histori an, says that the 
accepted policy of Lincoln's governmeni during the last stages of 
hostilities was that there must be no humanity in war. (Adams, 
Studies, Military und Diplomatic, p. 266; Lee's Cell.te:nnial, p. 53.) 
I n line, were the oft quoted words and actions of Butler, Pope, Grant, 
Sherman and Sheridan. Nothing could be more extreme. 

And to be sure-Northern writers would now be ashamed to tecol'd 
in history what their Nortbern friends had proposed as the fate o( 
the Southern people. The question continually recurs-what had the 
South done to justify such a dreadful display of hato! Certainly the 
South had never done the North any harm. On the authority of Gcn, 
E. D. Keyes in his "Fifty Yoa1'S' ObSe:1'l1utio1l. 0/ M int and Events," 
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t.llis hatred" arose out of Sout.ner.n monopoly of t.lie offices and~ tlie' 
general assumption of "innate superiority" i.-.' Southerners in societ~ 
and in Congress¥ 

This hatred, or l'ather jealousy, of the South pursu'ed it after the: 
war, and no doubt accounted" for the haflilhncSi of R.econstruction~ 

There is an int.8resting letter in ttl"e correspondence of Andrew John.
son from Joseph S, Ingrabum, long a druggist and apothecary and a 
leading citizen of Bangor, Maille, whi~h is very full upon the subject
(See TJlfer8 Qllurlerlll, XlV, pp, 9-111,) 

"What grca~ crime has the South ever committed againat the North?' 
, . . I say, why should those resicfing north of Mason's and Dixon's 
Line so feel towarus the inhabitants living south of it--.-and" in a com
mon country too? I think it can be exphwned only on the: 
ground of a feeling of jealou8y em the part of the leading 1Il-Cf1. 0/ the 
North against a similar elass South-for the genius and talent dis
played by the latter on the floor of Congress and the influence hereto
fore exercised by her (the South) in the affairs of the government.'~ 

Well, Keyes had his wish, and now for seventy years the North 
has dominated the country, The South was whipped and thoroughly 
humiliated, slavery abolished, and its institutions assimilated to 
those of the North. 
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THE MODERN CASE OF JOHN BROWN 

The parallel afforded by the cases of Saeeo and Vam:7.etti to that of 
John Brown is too striking not to be noticed by the historian. At the 
dead of night on October 16, 1859, J oha Brown, whose hands were 
already red with innocent blood in Kansas, at the head of a band of 
desperate men, descended upon Harper's Ferry, with a view tlt ~turt 
an insurrection of the slaves, and killed five persons, in<!luding a ncgl'o 
who refused to join hi s band. There was no question of bis guilt or 
the fairness of his trial, for he admitted both. He was condemned 
and executed. 

Nevertheless, throughout tbe North and especially ill the State or 
Massachusetts, sympathy with the murderers was manifested to an 
enormous extent, and modern historians, like Dr. Channin1. have 
criticized Governor Henry A. Wise for not commuting his punishment. 
When war came shortly after, hastened by this unprccedented attack, 
it seemed as if the whole heart of the North beat in sympathy with 
John Brown, and no song was more popular than "John Brown's body 
Jies a-mouldering in the grave, while his soul goes marching on." 

The excuse for it all ill that the people of the North chose to look to 
the end-the abolition of slavery-and came to a state of mind which 
justified in all its hideous and radical applications the false and im· 
moral doctrine of "the end justifies the means." 

The sober thought of the present hour i\l the NOl·th repudiates the 
madness ot seventy yean ago. 

In the language, however, of the song " J ohn Brown's soul marches 
on." It maTched. right on through the bloody war of the sixties, Ulld. 
remarkable to say, has marched on in our day, carrying murder and 
riot into the bosom of Massachusetts. The lawless soul or J ohn 
Brown entel'ed into two Italians-Sacco and Vanzetti. 

Their cause was exactly the same as that of John Brown and his 
abolitionista. Sacco and Vanzetti desired anarchy and the abolitionist 
pl'onounced the Constitution "a covenant with de3th and an agreement 
with hell." The intelligenzia and intellectuals who flocked to Boston 
Qr joined in other lands in the protest to their execution had their 
exact parallel in Seward and Lincoln, who in speeches declarcd for 
the "higher law." 

No doubt Sacco and Vanzetti had, like ,John Brown, an inspiration 
beyond their act, in which thousands like them havc faith. They 
dreamed of an absolute freedom fOT man apart from laws wh :ch their 
fevered imaginations considered as made in the interest of the rich 
and the favored. No doubt, grievances exist in the status ot Northern 
so-called "free labor," which borders close upon lIerfdom. They went 
to their death with the sallie intrepidity as charactel' ized J ohn Brown. 
but like him, they were murdcrers and law breaker3. The end 08n:'lot 
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justify the means. Ills in soeiet~· should be left to the curative power 
of education and the peaceful processes of discussion and resolve. 

Governor Fuller of Massachusetts, like Henry A. Wise of Virginia, 
for refusing to interfere with the orderly administration of justice, 
was abused and threatened. Demonstrations of sympathy with Sacco 
and Vanzetti exceeded those bestowed upon John Brown in 1856, but 
there was no yielding in the spirit of the Massachusetts authorities, 
although the case against Sacco and Vanzetti, being based upon cir
cumstantial evidence, was nothing like as strong al the evidence 
against J ohn Brown. 

It was argued in Brown's case that his execution would make ten 
abolitionists where only one existed before. And it may be that the 
execution of Sacco and Vamctti may make twenty anarchists where 
only two existed before. But justice should not be deterred by such 
considerations. 

The intereliiting fact, as far as history is concerned, is the marked 
inconsistency afforded in the conduct of Massachusetts. It ought, at 
leMt, to convey a lesson to her and all others that interference in the 
affairs of another State in the orderly administration of justice is a 
very improper thing. 

The able paper of Paul S. Whitcomb in the last issue has the fol
lowing wise utterance: "The problems of the present are largely the 
legaey of the past, and if the past had settled them right, they would 
not confront us at the present time." The bloody and violent way in 
which the South was treated in the matter of slavery rises up to 
confront the North in the present extensive anarcaial, communistic, 
and fJocia listic elements which threaten destruction to her fJociety_ 
John BrOWJl'S soul marches on! 

Thill above is by Dr. Tyler . 



WRY SOUTH CAROLINA S'ECEDED 

"[From a pamphlet issued by the Convention of South Catolina, witb 
"Introduction by Captain S. A . ..Ashe, of North CaTolina.J 

How came S'cccssion? Fvc years the Democrnts "had been in control 
~f the Federal 'Government. The opposite party of former daylo, t he 
Whig Party, had really passed away. The ~Ia Aboli'tioll faction at 
ithe North had adopted tne name of the Republican party and had 
largely absorbe<l the Whigs 'of the North. The tariff issne '()f former 
-days was now unheard of. The gold of Galirornia and cotton cropS 
'Of the South had brought unheard of prosperity. But the Abolitionists 
'Of the North 'were disregarding the Constitution and the act.s 01 Con
gress relating to slavery, and were 50 blackguarding and villilying the 
:slave holders, and threatening them with negro insurrQCuon that scc
tional aninrosity ran higb in tho bomes of the l)oople. 

Yet the Democratic patty was two to one in regard to the Republi
(!ans, and tbeir publle men wen looking forward to a long control of 
the! Government. 

There was not a l!uggesl:ion to the CO'ntrary. But when the Demo
natic Convention met at Charleston in 1860, there arose a division 
that led m two Democratic nominees splitting thc party and putting 
the e lection in jeopardy. Still it was said that if no eledion, the House 
~C Representatives will certainly choose a Democratic for President. 
There was no thought of II. Republican being elected President. 

South Carolina chose electors for the Electoral College on election 
day-by its legislature-so the South Carolina legislature was in 
s(;ssion ()n electi()n day; and when the result of the election at the 
North was announced by telegraph it was aswunding. So many North
ern states, previously Democratic, hod split their tickets that the 
Republican candidate was elccted President. The pt>pular vote was 
4,680,703. Lincoln, receiving 1,860,462, was declared elected, he getting 
one hundred and eighty electoral votes at the North, and Douglas only 
twelve; while Breckenridge got seventy-two electoral v()tes at the 
South. That result was appalling. 

The legislature of South Car()lin:l., being in session, called for a 
State Convention, which, ()n its meeting, passed an ordinance of Se
c06sion, and then made "A Declaration of the immediate causes which 
induce and justify the Secession of South Carolina from the F'ederal 
l!ni()n." 

After the statement of some historical £ncts this Declnralion 
continues: 

"Thus were established the two grent prinCiples asserted by the 
Coionillls, namely: The right of a State to govern itself, and the right 
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of a people to a60lish a Government' wRen' it becomes desfructive' or: 
the end~ for which it was instituted. And concurrent with the es
tablishment of these principles, was the fact that each Colony became~ 
and was recognized by the mother Country as a Free, Sovereign, and' 
lnaepen'dent State." 

Then it sd forth the adoption of tJ1e Comfitutiorr by the people of" 
each State, and: "Tllus was establishea, by compact betwcen the
States, a government, wito. defined objects and' powers, limited to the 
exprelJs word's of" the gr;ant. This limitation left the whale remaining
mass of power subject to the clause reserving it to the States or to 
the pe<lple, and rendered unnecessary any sllecifieation of reservedi 
rights. "We hold that the Government thus established' is subjeet tOt 
the two great principles asserted in the Dedaration of Independence ;. 
and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjcets it to a 
third fundamental principle, namely; the law of compact. We nlaintain 
that in every compact between two or more parties, thc obligation is 
mutual: that the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform. 
a material IIU!"t of the agreemcnt entirely releases the obligation of 
the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each palty is re
mitted to his own judgment to detennine the fact of iailuril, with 
an its consequences. 

"In the present ease, that fact is established with certainty. We 
assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused for years 
past to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we refer to their 
own statutes for the proof. 

"The Constitution of the United States, in its 4th Articles, provides 
as follows: 

"'No person held to service or labor in one State, under the law9 
thereof, escaping into another shall, in consequence of aJly law or 
regulation therein, be discharged from service or labor, but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor 
may be due.''' 

"This stipulation was so material to the compact that without it 
that compact would not have been made. The greater number of the 
contracting parties held slaves, and they had prilviously evinced their 
estimate of the value of such stipulation by making it a condition in 
the Ordinance for the government of the territory eeded by Virginia, 
which now composes the States north of the Ohio river. 

"The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition 
by the several states of fugitives from justice from the other States. 

"The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to 
carry into effcct these stipulations of the States. For many years 
these law8 were executed. But an increasing hostility on the part of 
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Ole non-s:aveholding States to the institution of slavery has led to n 
disregard of their obligations, and the laws of the General Govern
ment have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New York, Pennsyl~ania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa, have enacted laws which either nullify the Acts 
of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many 
of these states the fugitive is discharged from the service or la8cr 
claimed, and in none of them has the state government complied with 
the stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New J ersey, 
at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her constitutional 
obligation; but the current of antislavery feeling has led hcr more 
recently to cnact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided 
by her o'\\'n law and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New 
York even the right of transmit for a slave has been denied by her 
tribunals; and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender 
to justice fugitives charged with murder and with inciting servile 
insurrection in the state of Virginia. Thus thc constitutional compact 
has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding 
States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released 
fr~er obligation. 

"The ends for which this Constitution was f ramed are declared by 
itself to be 'to form a more perfect uriion, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
~ncral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity.' 

"These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal Govcrnment, 
in which each State was recognized as an equal and had separate 
control over its own institution. The r ight of property in slaves was 
recognh;cd by giving to free persons distinct political r ights, by 
giving them the right to rellresent. Bnd burthening them with direct 
taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by author izing the importation 
of slaves for twenty years, and by stipulatiRg for the rendition of 
fugitivC8 from labor. 

"We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted 
have been defeated, and the Government itself has bc<!n made de
structive of them by the act.ion of the non-slaveholding states. Those 
states have assumed the right of deeiding upon the propr iety of our 
domestic institutions, and have denied the rights of property es
tablished in fifteen of the states, and recognized by the Constitution; 
they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; t hey have 
permitted the open establishment among them of societies whose 
avowed purpose is to disturb the pc~cc and to eloi~ the property of 
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the citizens of other states. They have encou raged and assisted thous
ands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have 
been incited by emissaries, books, and pictures to scrvile insurrection. 

"For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing 
until it has now secured to its aid t he power of the Common Govern
ment. Observing the for ms of the Constitution, a sectional party has 
found within that article establishing the Executive Department the 
means of lIubverting tAe Constitution itself. A geog!'aphical line has 
been drawn across the Union, and all the states north of that line 
have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of 
t he United States whose opinions and llurposes are hostile to slavel'y, 
H~ is to be entrusted with the administration of the Common Govern
ment because he has declared that that 'Government cannot endure 
per manently half slave, half free,' and that the public mind must 
rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction, 

" This sectional combination for the subvel'Sion of the Constitution 
has been aided in some of the states by elevating to citizenship per
sons, who, by the Supr eme Law of the land, are incapa ble of becoming 
ci t izens ; and their votes have been used to inaugurate a new policy, 
hostile to the Sout h ' and destructive to its peace and safety, 

"On the 4th of March next, t his party will take possession of the 
Government. It has announced t hat the South shall be excluded from 
t he common territory; that the J udicial Tribunals shall be made 
sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shal! 
cease throughout the United States. 

"The Guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the 
equal rights of the states will be lost, The slaveholding states will no 
longer have the power of self-government or self-protection, and the 
'Federal Gover nment will have become their enemy, 

"Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and al! 
hope of remedy is rendered vain by the fact that public opinion at the 
North has invested a great political error with the sanction of a more 
crroneous religious belief. 

"We, t herefore, the people of South Carolina, by our delegates, in 
Cop.vention assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world 
for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared that the 
Union heretofore existing between this State and the othel' states of 
North America is dissolved, and that the state of South Carolina has 
r esumed her position among t he nations of the world as a separate 
and independent State, with f ull power to levy war, conclude l)eaCe, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do aU other acts and 
things which independent states may of r ight do," . 

Senator Clingman, of North Carolina, on the secession of the Gulf 
States, told the Senators that this action was because they believed 
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that "Mr . Lincoln, elected President, was a dangerous man." He had 
already declared that "the Union could not exist half free and half 
slave," although slavery had existed in it from ita formation, and 
then was no nason for any change. He had no regard for the 'Con
stPtution in his acts as President, and but lit tle for his statement of 
facts. He proved to be a da~gerou8 man and without regud to ~ 
happineu of the people North and South. Never was then! such a 
horrible besom of destruction as Abraham Lincoln inaugurated in our 
Christian country. 
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SECESSION OF THE COTTON STATES 

In a general way, history speaks of the secession of the Southern 
States as being an incident of slavery. Seven States seceded in the 
winter of 1860, and on March 11, 1861, formed a new Confederacy 
with virtually the same Constitution. The other Southern States 
seceded later when called on to engage in a war against this new 
Confederacy. Why was that first secession? Had there been no Afri
cans held in slavery, there might have been no secession. African 
slavery had existed in every colony and State, and was particularly 
recognized and cared for in the Constitution, evel·y State agreeing to 
return to the owner any fugitive slave. 

In t ime, t he Northern States abandoned slavery. Still every man 
who held office swore to support the Constitution under which (Article 
1, Sec. 8) Congress has to provide for the general welfare of the 
United States, and has to make all laws necessary and proper. 

At length the Abolition sentiment grew at the North, so much so 
that some persons there wished to abolish slaver y in the Southern 
States; and, to bring that about, they promoted negro revolt and in
surrections. Thus it came about that a joint committee of the two 
Houses of the Legislature in North Carolina, in 1831, reported they 
were satisfied "that an extensive combination now exists to excite in 
the minds of the slaves and colored persons of this and other slave 
States feelings and opinions leading to insurrections." They also re
ported "the actual detection of the circulation of the incendiary publi
cations and discovery of the designs," etc., "and we are led to fear 
the most ruinous consequences." (This was in 1831.) 

While Nat Turner's insurrection occurred in Virginia, a simBar 
attempt was made neal' Wilmington, N. C. After that, year by year, 
abolition sentiment continued to grow at the North until, at length, 
a dozen Northern States nullified the Constitution and Acts of Con
gress, and, in Massachusetts, even burned them ! It was declared that 
these States "have permitted the open establishment of societies whose 
avowed object is to disturb the peace of other States." "They have 
incited by emissaries, books, and pictures the negroes to servile in
surrection." 

In 1857, a defamatory book was written, "The Impending Crisis," 
and at the election of 1858, it was endorsed by t he Republican Con
gressmen and widely circulated throughout the North. Its effect was 
notable. That party increased ib! membership in Congrcs~ from sixty
seven to nearly double that number. In it the author said to the slave
holders: "Henceforth, Sirs, we are demandants-not suppliants. It is 
for you to decide whether we are to have justice peaccably or by 
violence. For what consequences-we are determined to have it one 
way or another. Weuld you be instumcntal in bringing upon your. 
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selves, your wives, and your children a fate too terrific to contem
piate? Shall history cease to cite as an instance of unexampled cruelty 
the massacre of St. Bartholmew because the World-the South-shall 
have furnished a more direful scene of atrocity and carnage?" Such 
was the picture of slaughter pl;oposed by the fanatic abolitionists. 

Then John Brown, after raising a considerable sum of money in 
Boston and elsewhere and obtaining a supply of arms, on Sunday, 
October 16, 1859, started on his mission. With a force of seventeen 
whites and five negroes, he captured the arsenal at Harper's Ferry, 
ex))ecting the slaves to rise and begin the massacre of the white 
slaveholders. The military was able to prevent that, snd Brown was 
tried and executed. Then, throughout the North, John Brown was said 
to have gone straight to heavcn-a saint! 

In the Senate, Stephen A. Douglas, pursuant to the Constitution, 
introduced a bill to punish those people who seek to incite slave in
surrections. "Abraham Lincoln, in his speech at New York, declared 
it was a seditious spcech"-"his press and party hooted it." "It re
ceived their jeers and jibes." (See page 663, Stephen's Pictorial 
History.) 

When Congress met on the fifth day of December, 1859, the Re
publicans proposed J ohn Sherman for Speaker. Thereupon, some 
Democrats offered a resolution that no man who indorsed "Helper's 
Impending Crisis" was fit to be Speaker. That raised such a conflict 
that a riot ensued, the memoors carrying pistols; and it was not until 
February 22 that the House organized by eleeting as Speaker an old 
line Whig. The House would not approve negro insurrections after 
a conflict lasting more than two months. 

Then came the election of President. The party of negro insur
rections swept the Northern States. The people of the South had re
alh:ed the possible results. With the people and the State Governments 
of the North making a saint out of a man who had planned and 
"tarted to murder the slaveholders-the whites of the South-and the 
Northern States all going in favor of that party which protected 
those engaged in such plnns, naturally there were in every Southern 
State those who thought it best to guard against such massacres by 
separating from those States where John Brown was deified. 

When the news came that Lincoln was elected, the South Carolina 
Legislature, being in session, called a State Convention. When the 
Convention met, it withdrew from the Union. In its declaration it 
said: "Those States have encouraged and assisted thousands of our 
s laves to leave their homes; and those who remain have been incited 
by emissaries, books, and pictures to servile insurrection. For twenty
five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now 
secured to its aid the power of the common government." So, to 
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escape insurrections, South Ca,'l'olina began t he secession mo·/ement. 
And there was good cause to seek safety by withdrawing from 
Lincoln's Government. He was not opposed to the negro massacre of 
the Southern people. 

At the last of August, 1862, General Pope, who was in command of 
the army near Washington, was defeated, and, in Selltcmber, President 
Lincoln thought that by threatening to free the negroes at the South 
he might help his prospects in the war. Delegations from the churches 
in Chicago also addressed him. He said he hesitated. It was to be 3. 

war measure. There were those who deemed it a barbarity to start 
an insurrection of the negroes. As to that, President Lincoln said: 
"N()T do 1 u1'ue ob;ectiQ718 0/ a m()TQ.l fWtRTe in view 0/ possible con· 
.equencea 0/ inBltrreeti&n and massacre at the SOltth." 

The French newspaper at New York said: "Does the Government 
at Washington mean to say that, on January ht, it will call for a 
servile war to aid in the conquest of the South ? And after the ne{:"roes 
have killed the whites, the negroes themselves must be drowned in 
their own blood." 

Many other newspapers asked the same question. But Mr. Lincoln 
contented himself with what he had said. Governor Morton of Indiana 
w·as for the insurrection ! Charles Sumner in his Speech at Faneui! 
Hall said of the Southern slaveholders: "When t hey rose against a 
paternal government, they set an example of insurrection. They can
not complain if their slaves, with better reason, follow it." And so the 
North was for the insurrection! 

At length, in May, 1863, it was arranged that there should be a 
ge-neral insurrection throughout the South, as the follOwing discloses 
(Official Rccords-Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, Supplemental, p. 736): 

This letter declaring this plan was sent to the military, but the copy 
sent to the Federal Governor or General at New Bern, falling into the 
hands of the Confeder ates, the plan miscarried. Such an insurrection, 
arranged for by the Government, was not exactly what the people of 
the South apprehended when they withdrew from the Union. The ap
prehension was that the J ohn Browns would give trouble and inaugu
rate a race war. It was feared that the Government would not seek to 
prevent J ohn Brown insurrections, and, the better to g uard against 
them, the cotton States withdrew from the Union. The proposed general 
uprising of the African slaves speaks for itself. 
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PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S INAUGURAL 

In the VETERAN, J sought to show the right of the Cotton States to 
withdraw from the Union. That right was denied by Mr. Lincoln. In 
his first Inaugural, he laid : "A disruption of the Federal Union, 
heretofore only menaced, is now formi dably attempted. I hold that in 
contemplation of universal law and of the Constitution, the Union of 
these States is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in 
the fundamentsl law of all national governmentll. It is safe to assert 
that no government proper ever had a provision in its organic law 
for its own termination. Continue to execute all the express provisions 
of our national Constitution, and the Union will endure forever, it 
being impossible to destroy it except by somc action not provided for 
in the instrument itself. 

"Again, if the United States be not a government proper, but an 
association of States, in the nature of contract merely, can it, as a 
contract, be peaceably unmade by less than all the parties who 
made it? One party to a contract may violate it----i. 6. br eak it, so to 
spesk-but does it not require all to lawfully rescind it? 

"Descending from these general principles, we find the proposition 
that in legal contemplation the Union is perpetual confirmed by the 
history of the Union itsel!. The Union is 1m/ell older than the Conditu· 
tion. It Wf'.I$ formed, in fact, by the Articles of Auociation in 1'17.4. 
It was matured and continued by the Declaration of Independence in 
1776. It was further matured, and the faith of all the then thirteen 
States expressly plighted and engaged that it should be perpetual by 
the Articles of Confederation in 1778. And, finally, in 1787, one of 
the dcclared objects for ordaining and establishing the Constitution 
W.llS 'to form a more perfect Union.' 

"But if destruction of the Union by one or by a part only of the 
States be lavd"ully possible, the Union is less perfect than before the 
Constitution, having lost the vital element of per petuity. 

"It follows from these views that no State upon its 0~'I\ mere 
motion can lawfully gct out of the Union; that resolves and ordi· 
nances to that effect are legally void, and that acts of violence within 
any State or States against the authority of the United States are 
insurrectionary or revolutionary, according to circumstances. 

"1 therefore consider that, in view of the Constitution and the laws, 
thc Union is unbroken, and to the extent of my ability I shall take 
care, as the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon me, that all ' the 
laws of the Union be faithfully executed in all the States." 

Mr. Lincoln, like a million of other boys, had but a limited educa· 
tion and entered on the activities of life under such cireumstsnces that 
it is said that he and his partner had a store with a license to sell 
liquor . He, however, began to p ractice Jaw, and made a success of it--
in the local courts. 
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LINCOLN AND THE CONSTITUTION 

In the present constitution of North Carolina, it is declar2d that 
the people of the State are a part of the American nation, and there 
is no right on the part of the State to secede; that every citizen owes 
paramount allegiance to the Constitution and government of the United 
States; and all officers arc sworn to support and maintain the con· 
IItitution of the State. 

So, North Carolinians, by law now, are all nationals. Still , history 
is history, and Lincoln said in a message to Congress: "Fellow citizens, 
we cannot escape history." 

In 1774, when each Colony was a scparate entity with its own royal 
governor, and the people loyal subjects, the Continental Congress said 
to our king: "Your royal authority over us and our connections with 
Great Britain we shall always endeavor to support and maintain 
eareiully and zealously." 

However, the members of this Congress entered into a personal 
afl.SOCiation to seek to have certain purposes accomplished, such as 
"nonimportation," "nonexportation," and they recommended that "in 
every county, city, and town, committees shall be chosen to observe 
t he conduct of all persons touching this assoeiation." T hen a copy of 
this association paper was received in North Carolina, the members 
or the North Carolina convention personally agreed to stand by this 
association and to ask their constituents at home to do so. But the 
convention forbade the delegates in the Continental Congress to enter 
into any special agreement whatever fo r this colony without special 
authority to do so. The assoeiation was a mere personal affair, like 
the Masons. Whatever action was taken by the several Colonies in 
pursuance of the recommendations of the Continental Congress was 
t he voluntary action of the Colonics. 

Now, let us see what .Mr. Lincoln says about that in his inaugural. 
He says: "The Union is much older than the Constitution. It was 
formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774." 

So, he considered t he assoeiat ion of some of the public men as a union 
of colonies, although the very men in North Carolina who went into the 
association forbade the North Carolina delegates to enter into any 
agreement whatever for this colony without special authority to do so, 
and there was no such agreement. So much for Mr. Lincoln's accuracy. 

A year elapsed, and a new convention, under the changed conditions. 
invested the delegates with power to bind the Province, in honor, by 
any act they do, and the convention resolved "to exert every influence 
to induce the inhabitants of North Carolina to obscrve the rules the 
Continental Congress shall r ecommend." But while there was this 
personal cooperation, as yet the Provi nces wcre not unitcd in any 
union-some of the public men were in association to carry into effect 
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ihe 'tecommenantlons 01 the Con'tlnental Congre~; tina in July. 1775, 
:the convention resolved that "the ihbabitants of North Carolina 
:s hould pay their full proportion of the expenses of mnint:lining the 
.army"- not the ,provinces, but the inRllbitants, And then there wall 
'Considered a plan .of union; but that plan was .rejectGd, and there 
was no pla"II 'Of union agree<! on. So things stood until 177G, the people 
being British 8ubjecb and protesting loyalty to UlCir "king. The 
Province. wo.re.not united. T.heu canle the DeclaxatioD of Independence, 
·which was the concurring act of the 5e~'eral colonies. Each colony 
.acted by its .delegates especially commissioned to join in doing so. At 
first only twelve .agreed, New York had not. So the Decla z'ation of 
lndependence, July 4, 1776, was signed by only twelve colonies, The 
instrument declared that each pz·ovince was "a free and Inde,pendent 
S tate wi th power to do anything that any other State could ri"ht-. 
.:fully do," 

Up to this time there ",as no union of the Provinces, but in 17'17~ 

;a plan of uuion was prepared, aDd was .submitted to each State for 
;ratification, It was not to go into elt"ect until ratified by every State.. 

Now, each Province called itself fla free. independent, sovereign 
State" without any supcriN" at all, But they were all engaged in the 
-common cause of making their claim of indepelldence, The propos~<1 
Articles of Confederation were not finally accepted and did not ge 
into effect until 1781, They read: "Articles of Confederation and per' 
petual unity bctweeJ~ tlu) States IiIf (nami~lg each State)"; not over 
them, but "between" them .. 

"The style of the Confederncy shall be the Unitcd States of Amc r
ica." The second article is : "Each State retains its sovereignty. free
d om, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right not 
expressly delegated by it." The third article is: "The said Stat(ls 
hereby severally enter into a firm league of fri endship with each 
other for their common defense to assist each other." In article 
thirteen, it is said : "And the Articles of this Confederation shall be 
invoilablyobserved by cvery State, and the Union shall be perpetua l; 
nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of 
them, unless such altentions be agl"eed to in a Congl'ess of the United 
States and be afterwards confirmed by t he legislature of every State," 

Here, then, was a declaration of sovereignty in each State, and a 
league of friendship that was to be a perpetual confederation, to be 
unchang1:able except by consent of every State, each State retaining 
its sovereignty. The several States claimed to be a sovereign State 
from 1776. As such, t hese articles of Confederation, so deelaring, 
were agreed to by some in 1777 and 1778, but Maryland did not ratify 
them, g.nd they were not in force until 1781. In the meantime all the 
States were sove"ign States. This league of friendship was r:ltified 
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in 1781, flnd then went into operation. rt W:lS the first agreement:. 
for union, and the union was a COllfederation of sovereign States. 
This was followed by the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain in which; 
"His Bdtannic flfnjesty, acknowledging the said United States-viz.: 
Massachusetts, South Carolina, North Carolina (naming each State) r 
to be free, sovereign, and independent States, treats with them as: 
lSuch, etc.- trcatil1g with eacn State as a scpll.l-ate sovereignt~·. Other
treaties were likewise made with the aevel-al States, naming each State· 
that was in the confederation. 

So the confedel'ation of sovereign States went into effect. At length 
in 1787, it W3S proposed to amend these Articles of Confederation ana 
a convention was called, its report to be submitted to every State for 
its ratification. The constitution prOllosed by this convention differed" 
from the Articles of Confederation in several points. First, it was 
not declared to be a perpetual union of the States; and, second, it 
was to go into effcct between any nine that rutified it, leaving the 
other Statcs out. Whatcver union had existed between the States 
accepting this new constitution and those not accepting it were to be 
ignored. Then there was an omission of the declaration of the 
sovereignty of each State. This omission was not unnatural. Each 
State knew that it was a sovereis:n State, and there was no occasion 
for asserting it. The inhabitants in every State knew that their 
State and all other States werc sovereign States, and so that was not 
mentioned. They were States from 1776, and not in ally union up to 
1781. Suppose Maryland had not ratified the confederation, and the 
proposed Articles of Confederation had not gone into effect; when 
pence had come, what would have been the rela~ion of the separate, 
free, independent, sovereign State, all acknowledged by all the nations, 
and claimed by cach State? They had only the tie of friendship. 

Nor was there a declaration in the proposed constitution that Con~ 
gl"CSS had only the powers delegated it; the States retaining all 
powers not delegated. That likewise was so plain that it was not 
then asserted. EVentually, the constitution was ratified by eleven 
States. 

New York, noticing the omission mentioned above, in her ratifiea~ 
tion "did declare and make known that all power is originally vested 
in and subsequently derived from the people . . . that the powers 
of government may be resumed by the people; that every power, 
jurisdiction, and right which is not only by this Constitution clearly 
delegated to the Congress of the United States, I·emains to the people 
of the severa! States." 

Virginia, in her ratification likewise said that the people of the 
several States could resume the powers delegated. The Continental 
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tongress, wIth these 'ratifications before 1t, said that they werll' 
:sufficient, and declared the Constitution ratified, provided for the 
election of the President and started the new govet·nment. North 
Carolina and Rhode Island had noj: l'atified the Constitution. So the 
new union becam~ operative in 1789 !:5etween eleven State:!!, two not 
being in the union. 

What was the situation of Rhode Island and North CarGlina when 
the other States broke up the old cO"nfedcl'ation and began the new 
union! The 'Otd union, designed to be perpetual, was gone, and tiwsc 
two States were sovereign States alone in the world. While the 
United States Congress made its new laws about commerce, North 
'Carolina and Rhode Island made their own laws. We here in North 
Carolina knew that, in 1788, NQrth GarQlina was a frce, sQvereign, 
'independent State. We made 'Our 'Own laws and gQverned ourselves, 
and there was no legal 'Connection with any other State. 

In framing the Constitution, as some of the powers which the 
States delegated to the Congress (similar to those delegated in thn 
Articles of Confederation), were national in their nature, the word 
"national" was freely used in the first draft of the instrument, but 
as the States were not forming a nation, but only makillg a motc 
perfect union of the confederation, the word "national" was entirely 
eliminated; a nation was not to be created---only a sisterhood of 
States united in union which had national powers. It W3S "between 
the States," not over them-so declared in its last article. By virtue 
of their sovereignty, eleven State~ withdrew frOm the perpetual union. 

Quickly after Congress met a dozen amendments of the Constitu
tion were submitted to the States--one being to supply the omission of 
the declaration that the States retain all rights not delegated, just as 
New York and Virginia had mentioned; and it was adopted. 

The States had long been acknowledged as sovel'eign States, and as 
sovereign States they had formed the Union of the United States in 
the Confederacy. Now, as sovereign States they were forming a morc 
J>crfect union, and there was no need to assert that they were sove
reign States any more than Great Britain should declare that she 
was a sovereign State. They possessed all rights not delegated, and 
Congress had only such of the sovereign powers of the sovereign 
States as they had each delegated, retaining all other sovereign 
powers of each State. 

Now, see what Mr. Lincoln says in his message of July 4, 18131: 
"Our States have neither more nor less power than that reserved to 
them in the Union by the Constitution, no one of them ever having 
been a S~ate out of the Union. The original ones passed into the Union 
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even before they cast ofT their Brit ish colonial dependence. Having 
never been States, either in substance or in name, outside the Uni.n, 
whence this magical omnipotence of State rights, asserting a claim 
of power to lawfully destroy the Union itself? Much is said 
about the sovereignty of the States, but the word even is not in the 
national Constitution, nor, as is believed, in any of the State con
stitutions. Would it be far wrong to define it: sovereignty, political 
community without a political superior? Tested by this, none of our 
States, except Texas, ever was a sovereignty. 

"The States have their status in the Union, and they have no other 
legal status." Such was Lincoln's philosophy, ignoring plain facts of 
history. 

Now, thirteen sovereign States had formed the perpetual Con
federacy. Eleven of them withdrew from that "perpetual unchange
able union" and adopted the new constitution. They withdrew in 
virtue of their sovereignty, and it was declared without objection that 
"the people of any State could resume the powers delegated." Senator 
Lodge, in his "Life of Webster," says: "It is safe to say that there 
was not a man in the country, from Washington and Hamilton to 
Clinton and Mason, who did not regard the new system as an experi· 
ment from which each and every State had a right to plilaceably with
draw." Indeed, the right to withdraw was so generally accepted that 
it was later taught in the textbook at the Military Academy at West 
Point. Certainly, it was a power of a sovereign State. 

Eleven States withdrew from the perpetual confederation, and North 
Carolina and Rhode Island were left alone in the world. But here we 
have President Lincoln declaring that the States were not sovereign, 
that, while subjects of the king, they formed a union which is supreme 
over the people of the States; that no State ever existed outside the 
union, and people of the States cannot govern thmsclves outside of 
the union. 

And so, without any authorization by Congress, he began a war on 
the Southern States. A few months after he began it, he had Congress 
to meet, and the first thing offered in the Senate was a resolution 
confirming and legalizing his acts, as if they had been authorized. 
This particular resolution was before the Senate fifteen times between 
July 6 and August 6, and was never passed. Then, after twenty months 
of warfare, the Supreme Court of the United States (67 U. S. Re· 
ports, page 668), said Congress had no power delegated to it to make 
war upon a State, and that the President had no authority to make 
war. That "the Civil War between the Northern and Southern States 
arose because the citizens of the States owed a supreme allegiance to 
the United States which the Southern States sought to absolve them 
from, by Statc secession, and the right of a State ro do that was now 
being decided by wage of battle." 
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There was lltl reason or graund statea to justify the claim that "the 
c itizens of each State owed a supreme allegiance to the United States." 
It was a war by the Northern States to hold the S(Rlt'hern States in 
union with them j a conquest of f·ree, sovereign, and independent 
"States to be held under the -dominion of 'th:e more numerous Sta1:9. As 
'Senator Baker, of Oregon, declared in the Senate that he favored 
~'reducing the population of the Southet"n States to abject subjection 
to the sway of the government." "We may have to reduce the Southern 
'States to the condition of territories, ana send from Massachusetts 
or from Illinois, governors to control them. 1 would do that." (Globe 
LW, page 48). Such was the spirit of those who made the war. Presi
dent LinCGln saic1: "Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history." 
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LINCOLN THE LA'VYER' 

A Itory is told of Lincoln, the lawyer. 

In trying a case, a witness narrated' what he saw at night. Lincoln 
examined that witness and questioned how he could have observed 
that at night. The witneSS" replied it was moonlight. Lincoln in speaking
to the jury held' up a printed almanac and read from it that there was 
no moonlight on that particular night-and the statement is that he 
read from an almanac of the previous year! not of the night of the 
occurrence! 

. The iact has been denied, but its popular acceptance shows that 
Lincoln could not have been thought over scrupulous by people who 
knew him. According to his friends, Lincoln's tactics in the Legis
lature were of a very similar order. He log rolled and traded in the 
offices, and there is a story which has never been denied of his joining 
with others in tricking a Democratic paper into publishing an article 
which Lincoln, himself, was foremost in denouncing after the publi
cation. (Herndon, Vol. II, p. 370.) 

He was a past master at uttering sophisms. When he prepared his 
Inaugural of March 4, 1861, he announced that "no State could with
draw from the Union." To sustain that position he said: "The Union 
is much older than the Constitution. It was formed in fact by the 
'Articles of Association' in 1774. It was matured and continued by the 
declaration of Independence in 1776. It was further matured by the 
articles of Confederation in 1778, and finally in 1788 the Constitution 
formed a more perfect Union." 

The lawyer slipped up when he mentioned the Articles of 1774. 
There was an association to prohibit the importation of goods, but 
it. was in no sense a political union. It is ridiculous to say that the 
colonies entered the Union then when they were telling the King of 
England how much they loved him, as they did. 

The lawyer cites the Articles of 1778. Again, there were no articles 
of 1778. Some had been proposed, to go into effect when all of the 
States should have agreed to these Articles. They went into effect 
in 1781. The Union was to be per]letual, and the Articles were never 
to be changed exeept by the consent of every State. But in a few years 
the wish was for "a more perfect Union." The old Articles were cast 
aside, and a new compact was agreed to by eleven states, but it said 
nothing about perpetuity as the old did. They elected their Congress 
and their President. How about the two that did not agree to it? The 
lawyer says "there never was a state out of the Union except Texas." 
How about North Carolina and Rhode Island in 17891 Not in the 
Union at all! A bill passed by the Senate treated Rhode Island as a 
foreign state and forbade all importations from her. 



The lawyer stands from under- when Virginia, New York and 
Rhode Island in their several acceptances of the proposed constitution 
declared that the peoJlle of each state :shall have the right to withdraw 
the State from the Union. Washington and everybody assented to that. 
Indeed, secession was taught at West Point, and Senator Lodge in 
his Life of Webster says: "It is safe to say that there was not a man 
in the country who did not regard the new system as an experimcat 
from which every State had a r ight to withdraw," 

Why did he start the war? Nicolay & Hay, close to Mr. Lincoln 
as brothers, writing as of April I, 1861, p. 442, vol. 3, said; 

"When the President .determined on war, and with the purpoS(J 
of making it appear that the South was the aggressor, he took 
measures," etc. 

Nevertheless, he asserted that "slavery was the cause of the war": 
"And to strengthen, perpetuate and t~ttmd it was the object for which 
the insurgents would rend the Union even by war." 

The lawyer speaks and holds up the wrong almanac! I It was the 
int,emperate agitation in the North against slavery, the refusal to 
submit to the decision of the Supreme Court in reference to the terri
tories, and the instigation to massacre encouraged through many years 
that caused secession. But secession was not war. Norway seceded 
from Sweden and there was no war. It was Lincoln that made war. 
North Carolina and Virginia and some other states were still in the 
Union, and he called on them to join him in his war! They refused 
and stood with the South. As to South Carolina, who seceded first, 
where was she going "to extend slavery"? In the Sea? So likewise the 
other Southern States, where could they extend slavery aIter secession? 
He attributes starting the war to the Southern States, and then, 
behold, he attributes his own actions to the Creator! 

Early in 1865, Pres ident Davis asked President Lincoln to cease 
his battles and permit the people of the Southern States to rctUl"n 
their States to the Union. Lincoln had already proclaimed the freedom 
of every slave in the South. And the decree had been accepted. Had 
he now agreed to let the Southern States exercise domestic power as 
of old, the South would have come back. 

In response to this request, President Lincoln said "NO." "Southern_ 
ers must surrender unconditionally before the war should cease," and 
thereby he became responsible for Reconstruction snd all its attendant 
horrors. In his second Inaugural he ascribes his action to the Great 
Lord of Heaven, "If God wills it to continue, etc." 

!Amoln's Inkunur.nity. One of the first acts of Lincoln, after declar
ing war, was to declare Confederate privateersmen pirates, subject to 
death. This doctrine was contrary to the practice of the AmeriuM" 
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in the war of the Revolution, and was denounced in the British Par· 
Iiament as nothing short of legali1.ing murder. President Davia 
threatened retaliation, and Lincoln, justly humiliated, desisted. An· 
other of his first IIcts after declaring .."..ar wa s to proclaim all medicines 
contraband of war. Civilized warfare had been confined to military 
operations, but l'resident Lincoln sought to promote the death 0:( 
women and children in their homes. That was similar to tbe deification 
of John Brown for seeki ng to have the Africans massacre the women 
of the South. 

With the apillau.e of President I..incoln, hia generals, invading the 
country where there were only women and children, caused 4evasta
tion and desolation. Vult ... l tea.ches that private property on land is 
not to be taken in war unless paid for. But this humane rule was 
totally neglected by his soldiers. Grant, Sherman, Pope, Hunter and 
Sheridan boasted of their destructive conduct. 

Then in regard to the treatment of priso.ners, Lincoln was equally 
indifferent to the requirements of civilization. At first there was an 
exchange of prisoners, but later tha~ was forbidden. There were many 
held on each side. As Lincoln had declared medicines contraband of 
war, Davis asked for permission to buy at the North medicines for 
the Northern pril/O'lten, but his request wa.s refused. In the meantime 
great numbers of Southern soldiers were dying in Northern pri!;oni>j 
Lincoln would not exchange. At length, President Davis offcred to 
parole 15,000 ~ick Northern soldiers and let them go North if Lincoln 
would send ships to take them ,"way. After a 10I\g delay, Lincoln scnt 
the ships and carried the tifteen thousand to their homes and then 
later, he sellt abou\ three thousa,nd five hundred Confederatc sick 
men to thtl South, of whom five hundred died on the voyage. Altl10ugh 
the South was denied medicines, many more Confederates, being 
prisoners, died at the North than Northern prisoners died at the South. 
Undoubtedly Lincoln's cutting down the ratiOlls of Confederate pria. 
oners twenty per cent contributed to this. 

Then !liter declining to cease his battles, an~ let the Southern 
States return to the Union, if they would do so, he proposed to con
tinue the wal' to the last extremity, saying: "Yet if God wills that 
it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred 
and fifty years of unrequited toil shan be sunk, a nd until ever y drop 
of blood dt'awn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the 
sword, as wa's said three thousand years ago, still it must be said, 
The judgments of the Lord are true and righte01,l , altogether." This 
is the message in which he spoke of "charity to all and malice to none," 
but where is the charity in this passage? In this passage the slave 
owner is described as an incarnate demon, and the Lord very un~ustly 



hcld rcsponsible for Lincoln's own deterntinations. Was Washington 
a devil, wae Jefferson one, was Lee one! They were all slave owners. 

Now OIl the 22nd of December, 1862, when Lincoln'a war had been 
in progress eighteen months, the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in a case before it, mentioned that "Under the Constitution Congress 
had no right to make war on any state, and that the President had 
no right to make any war." It mentioned the war then in progress 'a8 
"one between the Northern and Southern States," It was not a Re
bellion, but it was not "a war between the States." Lincoln had aske{l 
the States no odds, and it was Lincoln's war against the Southern 
States. A Grand Invasion. And five months after the decision of the 
Supreme Court, it was arranged that on the 16th of ~ugust, 1$63, 
the negroes from Virginia to Texas should" with tqe aid of tlW 
Northern generals in the South, rise in insurrection, a ' measure con
templating the murder of the defenseless women and children of the 
South by the Africans! Whether Lincoln knew of this conspiracy 
cannot be shown, but it was in conformity with his bloody message 
above cited. This, however, miacarried and the war went on unti l the 
North had conquered the South and reduced the Sovereign States of 
the South to mere provinces of the North. 

The great sin of Lincoln and the Northern agitators in general was 
by constant agitation to identify slavery with the pride of the South, 
and to prevent any steps being taken toward abolishing it. With In
dependence, the South would have been free of these irritating and 
disgusting interferences, murdcrs and assissination. 

Society in general has its unity of resemblances in all nations. 
Civilized people in all climes tend to wear the same kind of hats, and 
the same kind of clothes, and an indcpendent South would have con
formed to the ideas of the world at large. Slavery would have been 
abolished in a manner less hurtful to the South, naturally and peace
fully, and in the meantime the South would have advanced in all the 
elements of prosperity. 

Another example of Lincoln's inhumanity is to be found in his ap
proval of the acta of his officials in arresting and confining in loathe
some dungeons thousands of people in the North on bare suspicion ot 
sympathy with the South. Old men of seventy were dragged from 
their beds tit midnight and hurried to prison by squads of soldiers. 
When a prominent democrat, C. L. Vallandigham, waa arrested and 
tried by a military tribunal and sentenced to close confinement during 
the war, Lincoln, while changing the punishment to banishment, wrote 
a Jetter approving the policy of such arrests. Under this system of 
military trials in places where the courts were wide open, Capt. Henry 
Wirz and Mrs. Surratt. were condemned and executed. Finally after 
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the war had ended tho case of Lamdin P. lItillegan, who had been 
sentenced to death by a military court, reached the United States 
Supreme Court, and then that court released the prisoner and decided 
that "martial rule is confined t o the locality of actual war and can 
!lever exist in places where the courts are open and in the proper 
a nd unobstructed exercise of thei r j urisdiction." (4 Wallace Re
ports, p. 2). 

Having begun hostilities against the seceded States President Lin
coln quickly declared that medicines were contraband-and so he 
thought to bring about the death of sick people at the South-the 
'Women and children. He went so far that he refused to allow the 
authorit ies of the South to purchase medicines at the North, to 00 
used by Northern phy.sicians and given to the Northern soldiers wh" 
had been tak811 prisoners. 
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LINCOLN THE USURPER 

In the political campaign of 1858 the sixty·four members of Con· 
gress who belonged to the Republican Party, by endorsing Helper's 
book, The Impending Crisis, doubled their numbers elected to Con
gress; and at the Presidential Election, elected Abraham Lincoln as 
President. His election by the adherents of John Brown and negro 
insurrections led the Southern States to consider that he was a dan· 
gerous man to be President, and the people of South Carolina, to 
escape negro insurrections, withdrew from the Union. Six other 
Southern States likewise withdrew, and in February 1861 organized 
the Southern Confederacy. Congress was In session and James Buch
anan was President. 

They did not protest against it. The Norther n people were about 
equally divided as to the right of a State to withdraw from the Union. 
Neither Congress nor the President took any step against it. But 
Congress passed a measure to amend the Constitution that, it was 
hoped, wO\lld lead the seceded states to return. 

When a member of Congress in 1847, Mr. Lincoln had made a 
speech in Congress declaring that "the people of any state have a 
right to withdraw from any Union." But now that the states had 
withdrawn because he had been elected President, they considering 
that he was "a dangerous man," it was a personal matter with Lincoln. 

When he was inaugurated, on March 4, 1861, he stated in his in
augural, that "The States had no right to secede; " and he was led 
to deelare that the Southern States were in rebellion, and that "it was 
his duty to enforce the Jaws in those States." 

So many of the Northern people were indifferent about the matter 
that Lincoln thought it would be well to sti r them up by having the 
Southern people to tire on the Flag of the Union. So he arranged to 
bring that about, and he started a war about the middle of April, lind 
he called on all the States for troops, and on the people to join his 
armies. 

Now the Constitution gives to Congress the right to make )"ar, but 
it docs not give that right to the President. 

However, he did not submit the matter to Congress until July. 
July 4, was a day of patriotism, and he called Congress to meet on this 
day, and in his message to Congress he datailed what he had done, in 
suppressing the "insurrection," as he called the actiQn of the Southem 
States in leaving the "Union." 

He said, "These measures, whether strictly legal or not were ven· 
tured up<ln under what <Ippellred to be a popular demand and public 
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necessity, trusting then as now that Congress would readily ratify 
them." "It is believed that nothing has been done beyond the constitu
tional competency of Congress." (Messages of the Presidents, vol. 6, 
page 24.) 

So here was a statement that he knew that he was exceeding his 
powers in starting that war; and that he was usurping the powers 
of Congress. 

But Congress passed no measures approving of what President 
Lincoln had done. Although such a resolution was up before Congress 
many times before Congress adjourned, it was never passed. 

Indeed-as a matter of fact, Congress itself had no right to make 
war on one of the States. 

So many of the Northern people thought that the Southern people 
had done oRly what they had a right to do, that Congress would not 
approve of what the President had done. He was a usurper of powers 
he did not have, as President. And at the North, there were those 
who called him a tyrant. 

Theodore Roosevelt in a speech at Grand Rapids, September, 8, 
1900, said that in 1854, "on every hand Lincoln was denounced as a 
tyrant, a shedder of blood, a foe to liberty, a would be dictator, a 
founder of an enlpire." (See The Real Lincoln, page 87.) 

Joel Parker, Professor of Law in Harvard, ssid: 

"Do you not perceive that the President is not only an absolute 
monarch but that his is an absolutely uncontrolable government, a 
perfect military despotism." 

It is to be recorded that the anti-war spirit in some parts of the 
North ran so high that on the 19th of August, 1863 President Lincoln 
issued a proclamation suspending the privileges of the Writ of Habeas 
Corpus throughout the Union, and many thousands of citizens were 
arrested. 

There is no question but that the usurper was a most unusual despot. 
We have observed that the President admitted disregarding the Con
atitution that he had taken oath to obey and usurping the power 
vested only in Congress. His purpose was to have his own way without 
regard to others, or to his oath of office. So later, when President 
Davis and our Vice President Stephens, and others, at the meeting at 
Hampton Roads, begged him to stop the war and let the people of 
the Southern States return their States to the Union, he said "No." 
"Submit to me, the war must go on." And that meant more deaths 
to the soldiers-more horrible conditions to the children and women 
of both the South ana the North. 
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Not only was he the usurper, but one of the most terrible tyrants 
in history. His general, Sher man, said, "War is Hell," and some of 
the Federal Generals and President Lincoln made it so. Not only was 
Lincoln unfeeling toward Southern people, but he was callou8 to the 
suffering of his own soldiers in pri:Jon, and u. the loss of life on the 
battlefield. The President was the actor in building the fires. Not. a 
spark of kindness or of humanity was in his heart. 

And thus it came about that the 4th of July is not only notable 88 
the day on which Independence was declared, but the day that Presi
dent Lincoln informed Congress and the world that he had ignored. 
the Constitution and begun a war on the Southern Statel. 

[ 611 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN, tHE CITIZE N 

Lincoln was six feet fou r inches tall, and while his body was of 
ordinary length His legs were very long, making him an odd figure. 
The circumstances of his life had been such that he had no natural 
affection for others, so his thoughts centered in himself. 

His law partner, Herndon, says t hat Lincoln had no religion. Indeed 
there is a story told:-

Mr. Lincoln "'as a candidate for Congress, One Sunday he went to 
Church. The minister was very earnest in his sermon, and finally 
asked "All who wish to go to Heaven to stand up." All stood up except 
Mr. Lincoln. The minister asked, "Mr. Lincoln, where do you wisb 
to go!" Mr. Lincoln replied, "I wish to go to Congress." And Mr. 
Lincoln had his wish, fo r in 1847 he was elected to Congress. 

In 1776, the several Colonies united in a Decillration of Independ
ence; and in 1781 t hey entered into a Confederation. 

Article 2 was: "Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and 
independence and every power and right which is not by this Con
federation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress as
sembled." Congress had such power as had been delegated to it by the 
States, Two years later Great Britain acknowledged the independence 
of every State, mentioning each State by its name, "as free, sovereign 
and independent." 

The Articles of Confederation contained a declaration that "the 
Union was to be perpetual" and in the same instrument the delegates 
solemnly "plighted and engaged the faith of their respective con· 
stituents that the Articles thereof shall be inviolately observed." 

Now how did they treat these engagements? In 1787-lesl than six 
years later--eleven States deliberately discarded the Articles without 
asking two of them any odds, and adopted a new set of Articles of 
Union, but, instead of pronouncing the new Union " perpetual," t hey 
spoke of it as "a more perfect Union." By the use of these words they 
:referred to an organization more perfect in its work and operation, 
as in t ime nothing can be more perfect than the "perpetuity" ot the 
Articles. 

Nothing was said in this new constitution about a surrender of "the 
sovereignty, freedom and independence of the States," mentional in 
the Articles, and there was a provision which really protected them. 
This provision read "the powers not delegated to the United States by 
t he Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States are reserved to the 
States respeetively or to the people." Two ot the eleven States, Vir
ginia and New York, actually reserved the right of withdrawing ir(fm 

[ 62] 



the new Union at :lny time they deemed their rights violated. That is 
just what they had done with regard to the Union of 1781. 

'rhe eleven States that ratified this new Union selected Washington 
as President, and Congress met and passed laws. But these laws did 
not apply to Rhode Island nor to North Carolina which had declined 
to ratify the new instrument of government. After a year or more 
these two States joined the eleven and ratified the new Constitution, 
but Rhode Islnnd made the same reservation as Virginia and New 
York. Then fol' the fil'llt time at the second session of the first Congress 
that body passed acts giving effect to its laws within the States of 
North Carolina and Rhode Island. It was understood that the people 
of every State had the r ight to have the government they would, just 
as was said in the Declaration of Independence a few years before. 

Later Judge William Rawle, an honored citizen of Pennsylvania, 
in his book, "A View of the Constitution," said explictly, "The 
seces~ion of a State depends on the will of the people of such a State!' 
And that book was taught as a text at West Point. 

Lodge, United States Senator from Massachusetts, says in hi s "Life 
of Daniel Webster : "It is safe to say, that there was not a single man 
who did not regard the new system as an experiment from which every 
State had a right peaceably to withdraw." 

In 1847 Abraham Lincoln was a member of Congress and took his 
onth to support the Constitution. On Jnn. 12, 1848 he made a speech 
in Congress, in which he said, "Any people anywhere, being inclined, 
:lnd hnving t hc power, have the right to rise up and shake off t he 
existing government, and form a new one that suits them better." 

When aiter years of battle President Davis sought to bring about 
peace and asked that President Lincoln would stop the fighting and 
let the people of each Southern State return the State into the Union, 
President Lincoln said: "No, let the Southern people stop fighting and 
submit to me." He would not let them return to the Union, for he held 
that they had never been out of the Union. He required that they 
submit to him. And in eonrormity with this demand is this sentence 
in his Inaugural a month later: 

"Yet, if God wills it that it continue until all the wealth piled 
by the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil 
shall be sunk, until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be 
pnid by another drawn with the sword as was said three thousand 
y<,ars ago, still it must be said: "The judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether." 

In his so called amnesty proclamation he excepted from hi s mercy 
c\'E:l'ybody of any importance in the South. In his second inaugural 

[ G3 J 



\ 

hI) said: "If God wills that the war shall continue till every drop of 
blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn by the 
sword, etc." Where was the charity in this message? It is to be re· 
gretted that a President of the United Stutes should have such a 
record. I doubt if Mr. Lincoln ever knew of a drop of blood coming 
:(rom a negro by the whipping of his master. 

There is this hiatorical illcident. On Stpt. 29, 1865, there was a 
convention of the negroes of North Carolina at Raleigh, at whieh 
there was no white man. This convention declsred: "Born upon the 
same soil and brought up in an intimacy of relationship, unknown to 
any other state of Society, we have formed attachment for the white 
race which must be as enduring as life. We have always loved our 
homes--now that freedom and a new ca reel' are before us, we love 
this land and people more than ever." WhiPlling {or disdemeanol's 
was usual and legal in all the States be!ol'e the GOs and it is doubtful 
whether there were not more whites whipped by the Sheriff than 
negroes by their masters. 

So Lincoln a ttributed the continuance of the war to the will of God. 
Yes, the Creator permitted it; and then presently there seems to have 
been a punishment. Did the Creator permit t.he life of Mr. Lincoln to 
be taken? With t he facts stated how can it be doubted that the South 
was goaded into secession! 

Lee having 6urrendered, General Johnston, likewise, surrendered, 
and the long war was over. Then the hell of hate, of which Caleb 
Cushing has spoken, glutted itself in Reconstl'uction. But i1 the doc
trine of 8elf-government proclaimed by Jefferson in the Declaration 
of Independence ever had any meaning, how could it ever have had u 
more complete application than it had in the case of the South? 

"An abiding interest will always attach to the greatest war of 
modern times," says Historian Ellis (vol. v., p. 266), 2,326,168 men of 
the NOrth and 750,000 Southerners took part in t he struggle. Of these, 
according to Fox', estimates in the Photographic History, Vol. X, the 
North lost 259,528 men killed in the field and died of wounds and 
disease, and the South lost 135,000 all told. In t his stupendous conflict, 
therefore, the 108S aggregated nearly half a million lives lost and 
l'uined in the armies, and even a greater number of negro lives caused 
by neglect, disease and stal'vation, making a total of upwards of a. 
million human live8. Not only this but the women and children on 
both sides 8uffered miseries. Then at the South there was desolation 
and l'uin and poverty estimated in the long run at twenty billions of 
dollars. 
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The war was unnecessary. Lincoln could have averted it. Eman~ 
tipation might have been delayed, but would have come in the natural 
course of events, without the loss of a single man or a single.. ~Iar. 
With the North calling the South all kinds of names the qu(!stion 
eould not be calmly considered~ in 1861. 

This unnecessary war was Lincoln's real gift to posterity. his c!ln
tribution .1 a citizen-all else was accidental. So Mr . Lincoln stands 
in history as one who did more evil than any man known to tlle world. 
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LINCOLN AS A STRATEGIST 

, WhiJe ' ~!lly, 1863, is cOlJ1monly ~eemed the high-wai.er mark of the 
Qonfederacy, appanntiy the summer of 1864 m",y be considered the 
low-water mark of the Northern State~. In a general way it has been 
known that the opposition ro Mr. Lincoln in Republican circles at 
that period made his renomination uncertain, but the reason for. that 
opposition has not been clear. The followinr extract from an article 
entitled "Lincoln as a Strategist," contributed ro the Forum, Febru
ary, 1926, by Sir Frederick Maurice, incidentally presents a picture 
that ;8 in a measure new and may be of interest to readers of the 
Veteran. This English writer &8.ys: 

"The slow and bloody progress through Virginia to the James, the 
failure of the first assaults on Lee's lines around Petersburg, the 
appearance of Early before the gates of the capital, produced a 
greater sense of disillusionment and of disappOintment than had fol
lowed Burnside's repulse at Fredericksburg or Hooker's .ilure at 
Chancellol'8ville. The New York World, which had been exceptionally 
friendly to the commander in chief, asked on July 11: 'Who shall 
revive the withered hopes that bloomed on the opening ot Grant's 
campaign l' And nine days before Congress had invited the President 
to appoint a day for national prayer and humiliation. Horace Gl'eeley 
attempted to open negotiations for peace by meeting Confederate com
missioners at Niagara, and in the middle of July two other semi
official lIOeekel'8 for peace, James F. Jacques and J. R. Gilmour, had 
gone ro Richmoml, only to be told by the Southern President: 'If your 
papers tell the truth, it is your capital that is in danger, not ours. 
. . . In a military view I should certainly say our position is better 
than yOUl'8.' Greeley, despite the failure of his journey to Niagara, 
re8umed hi8 efforts to end the war, and on August 9th, wrote to the 
President: ' Nine-tenths of the whole American people, North and 
South, are anxious for peaee--peace on almost any term&-and utterly 
sick of human slaughter and devastation. I beg you, implore you, to 
inaugurate or invite proposals for peace forthwith. And, in case 
peace cannot now be made, con9Cnt to an armistice of one year, each 
party to retain unmolested all it now holds, but the rebel ports to 
be opened.' 

"Not only was there this pressure from outside; there was dillCord 
within. Chase had resigned, a presidential eleetion was drawing near, 
and there were outspoken predictions of a Republican defeat. The 
North was feeling as it had never felt before the strain of a pro
longed eonlHct, and the nerves of even the mOlt constant were a
twitur, while, 811 a culmination of Lincoln's political perplexities, the 
rumblings of opposition to the draft, which had just beeonle law, were 
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growing daily louder. If ever a harrassed statesman was ;ustifiM in 
aaking his generai9 to do something whi~h would help him in his 
political trials, surely Lincoln would have been justified in so doing 
in August, 1864. 

"But what happened? Early in August the grumblings against the 
draft had alarmed Hallei:k, and on the eleventh of that month he tOld 
Grant: 'Pretty strong evidence is accumulating that there is a combi· 
nation formed, or forming, to make a forcible resistance to the draft 
in New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana. Kentucky, and perhaps some of 
the other States. The draft must be enforced. for otherwise the army 
cannot be kept up. But to enforce it may require the withdrawal of 
a considenble number of troops from the field. This possible, and I 
"think very probable, exigency must be provided for.' Four days later, 
an the evening of August 15, Grant answered from t he lines before 
Petersburg: 'If there is any danger of an uprising in the North 00 
resist the draft, or for any other purpose, our loyal governors ought 
to orgahize the militia at once ta resist it. If we are to draw troops 
:from the field ta keep the loyal States in harness, it will prove 
difficult to suppress the rebellion in the disloyal States. My with
drawal from the lames River would mean the defeat of Sherman'." 
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CONDITIONS JUST AFTER THE WAR 

The following gives part of a letter written by Zebulon B. Vance 
just after the War between the States, to his friend, John Evans 
Brown, then in Sidney, New South 'Vales, Australia, and gives 9uch 
a vivid picture of conditions at the time that it is a valuable record 
of those dark days. That General Vance did not follow the inclination 
to escape from the ills of which he wrote so feelingly was a fortunate 
thing for the South in view of the service he rendered in the restora
tion of his States as a part of the South. The letter was recently re
produced in the Raleigh News and Observer, a clipping of which was 
lIent to the YetMan by Captain S. A. Ashe. The letter is as follows: 

"Oi course I cannot give you much criticism upon the war, or the 
causes of our failurc; nor can I attempt to do justice to the heroism 
of our troops or of the great men developed by the contest. This is 
the business of the historian, and when he traces the lines which are 
to 'render immortal the 'deeds of this revolution, if truth and candor 
guide his pen, neither our generals nor our soldiers will be found 
inferior to any who have fought and bled within a century. 

"When all of our troops had laid down their arms, then was im
mediately seen the results which I had prophesied. Slavery was 
declared abolished-two thousand millions of property gone from the 
South at one blow, leaving four million freed vagabonds among us
outnumbering in several states the whites-to hang as an incubus 
upon us and re-enact from time to time the horrors of Hayti and San 
Domingo. This alone was a blow from which the South will not with 
reasonable industry recover in one hundred years. Then too, the 
States have been reduced to the condition of territories, their execu
tive and judicial (and all other) officers appointed by the Federal 
Government, and are denied all law except that of the military. Our 
currency, of course, is gone, and with it went the banks and bonds of 
the State, and with them went to ruin thousands of widows, orphans, 
and helpless persons whose funds were invested therein. Their rail
roads destroyed, towns and villages burned to ashes, fields and farm 
laid desolate, homes and homesteads, palaces and cabins only marked 
to the owner's eye by the blackened chimneys looming out on the land
scape, like the mile-marks on the great highway of desolation as it 
swept over the blooming plains and happy valleys of our once pros
perous land! The stock all driven off and destroyed, mills and agri
cultural implements specially ruined; many wealthy farmers making 
with their own hands II. small and scanty crop with old artillery 
horses turned out by the troops to die. 

"This is but a faint picture of the ruin of the country which ten 
years ago you left blooming like the garden of Eden, abounding in 
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plenty and filled with \\ populatio.n whose co.ndition was the praise 
and the envy of all the earth! Alas, a las! To. travel from New 
Bern to Buncombe now would ~ause you many tears, John, unless 
your heart is hard.er than I ~thi nk it is. But, thank God, though 
witchcraft and poverty do.th abound, yet charity and brotherly love 
doth m,uch mo.re abound. A feeling o.f common suffering has united 
t he hearts o.f our people and they help o.ne another. Our people do 
not useles81y repine over their ruined hopes. They have go.ne to. ~vork 
with amazing alacrity and spirit. Major Generals, Brigadiers , COIl
gresamen, and high functio.naries hold the plough and sweat for t heir 
hread. A fai r c rop was the reward of last season's labor, and there 
will hardly be any suffering for next year except among the negroes, 
who, fersaking their old masters, have mostly flocked into town in 
search of their freedom, where they are dying and will die by thous
ands. Trade begins feebly to r esume its channels, and a beam of hope 
begins again to reanimate our long tried and suffering people. Our 
Io.SS in men Wall very great. Seven-tenths of the spirited, educated 
young men o.f North Carolina fell in this struggle. . . . . . 

"But I have dwelt long enough perhaps on thi8 and future. After 
the surrender, I came to thi8 place where Mrs. Vance had fled when 
Raleigh waa evacuated, and sat down. In a few days I was arrested, 
sent to Washington City and lodged in priso.n. I reillained there only 
two months when Mr. President per mitted me to return home 011 

parole. So I am here, a prisoner stili. Mrs. Vance, during my con
finement, was seized with with hemhorrhage of the lungs and came 
.hear dying. She is no.w, however, aIter much sulTering, mental and 
bodily, restored to her usual health. We are living very poorly alld 
quietly, as I can do no business until I am pardoned or released from 
my parole. We have foul' little boys, Charles (10 years old), David 
(8), Zebby ( 3) , and Thomas (3). The two oldest go to school, are 
studying geography, ere., and keep in excellent health, tho.ugh 
tro.uble and anxiety have left their nlarks on me. I am getting very 
gray. 

"There are indications that the radical abolitio.nisb--the South be
ing excluded from representatives ill Congress-intend to force per
fect negro equality upon us. The right to vote, hold office, testify in 
courts and sit upon juries are the privileges claimed for them. Should 
this be done, and there is nothing to prevent it, it will revive an 
already half formed determination in me to leave the United States 
.forever_ Where shall go? Many thoughts have I di rected towards 
t he distant Orient where you are. The idea is so possible at the 
least that I would be thankful to yo.U for any information germain 
to the matter. Climate, So.i l, water co.urses, Go.vernment, populatio.n, 
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~te., are all eagerly enquired aiter here. What could I do there-
either in Australia or Nt!w Zealand--as a lawyer, grazier, merchant, 
or w~t not? What would it cost me and how would I go to got there! 
What could I do when set down at the wharf at Sidney with a wife, 
four children, and perhaps "nary red?" Tell me all about it. Should 
these things happen which we fear, my brother Robert (who was a 
Brigadier in the Southern Anny) and 1 will go somewhere. At 
present there seems to be no prospect in the stability of the Govern
ment in Mexico, or vast numbers of our people would go there. Such 
a lot have gone anyhow. . . . . . 

When released f rom my bonds, I think of going to Wilmington, 
N. C., to practice law if I don't leave the country. The mountains 
were much torn and distracted by the war, being almost the only 
part of the State which was not thoroughly united. The state of 
society there is not pleasant, and I don't think I shall ever return 
then! to live. Murder and outrage are frequent, and the absence of 
civil law encourages the wickedly inclined. . . . . . 

"With every wish and sincerest prayers for your health, happiness, 
and prosperity in your new and distant home, believe me, my dear 
~ohn, most faithfully and unchangeably, 

"Your devoted friend, 

"ZESULON B. VANCE." 
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THE WAR BETWEEN THE NORTHEHN STATES AND THE 

SOUTHERN STATES 

Seeession began when South Carolina, in December, 1860, withdrew 
from the Union, The other Cotton States followed her example. 

Congress was in session and made no protest. Members of Con· 
gress, on leaving their seats, made farewell speeches, shook hands 
with the other members, and returned to their States that claimed to 
be no longer in the Union but foreign States. 

As they made these farewell addresses, Congress did not declare 
those men rebels, nor the inhabitants of these States to be in 
insurrection. 

Months passed, and in March President Lincoln a.edared that a 
State could not withdraw from the Union, and that all the inhabitants 
of the seceding States remained citizens of the United States, and all 
who obeyed their States were in insurrection. 

Congress had not so declared, but Lincoln took steps to inaugurate 
a war and called on the States to furnish troops. The Northern States 
furnished troops. 

At the December term of 1862 eases involving the legality of the 
blockade of the Southern ports were heard by the Supreme C~urt. 
In oJ;le of these eases, U. S. Reports, Volume 67, Justice Grier, on page 
668, delivering the opinion of the court, ~aid: "By the Constitution 
Congress alone has the power to declare a national or foreign war. 
It. cannot declare war against a State or any number of States by 
virtue of any clause in the Constitution." 

"The President has no power to initiate or declare war against a 
foreign nation, or a domestic State." "But by act of 3rd of March, 
1807, he can use the military forces and call out the militia to sup
pr~ss insurrection." 

Later on Justice Grier says: "We have shown that a civil war, such 
ali that now waged between the Northern States and the Southern 
States, is properly conducted according to the hUJ}1ane regulations of 
public law, as regards captures on the ocean." 

"Under the very peculiar Constitution of this government, although 
the citizens owe supreme allegiance to the Federal Government, they 
owe also a qualified al!egiance to the State in which they are domi. 
ciled. Their persons and property I1re subject to its laws. Hence in 
organizing this rebellion, they acted as States, claiming to be sovereign 
over all peTliQns and property within their respective limits, and as
serting a right to absolve their citizens from their allegiance to the 
Federal Government. Several of these States have combined to form 
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a new Conf ederacy. claiming td be acknowledged by the world as :J. 

Sovereign State." 

"Their right to do so is now being decided by Wager of Battle." 

The above is a cllndid statement of the claims of the Norlhem and 
Southern States: that the Federal Government had no right under the 
Constitution to make war on a State; that the war was by the North· 
(>rn States , and not by the Congrell9 of the United States, under d ie 
Constitution. 

It is to be observed that the court mentions that the claim oi the 
North waa that the inhabitants of each State owned a supreme alleg'~ 
iance to the Federal Government, but it naturally omits to stae on what 
that claiM was founded, for there is no such provision in the Consti· 
tution; and, indeed, several of the States in ratifying the Coristitution, 
New York among them, particularly declared to the contrary, and 
no one of them asserted it, and says the court: "The right is now 
being decided by wager of battle," not by law, the Constitution, anti 
justice, but by force of anna! conquest! And the conquest was not 
by the Federa:1 Government under the Constitution, but by the North· 
ern States. This opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States 
ought to be made familiar to a ll the people. The causes that led td 
secession passed away long ago, and the people of al1 the States have 
been seeking happiness under the Consti tution. 

While there was much to deplore after the Will' yet the people of 
the South bowed their heada and accepted the s ituation. The follow· 
ing address of President Jefferson Davis woll indicates the gcnerul 
apirit of the Southern: leade~· 
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SPEECH OF JEFFERSON DAVIS, MADE AT MISSISSIPPI 

CITY, MISSISSIPPI, IN 1888 

(From Mississippi Department of Archives and History ) 

"Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens: 
"Ah, pardon me, the laws of the United States no longer permit 

me to dcsignate you as fellow citiz.cns, but I am thankful that I may 
address you as ' my friends. I feel no regret that I stand before you 
this afternoon a man without a country, for my ambition lies buried 
in the grave of the Confederacy. There has been consigned not only 
my anlbi tion, but the dogmas upon which that Government was based. 
The faces I see before me are those of young men; had I not known 
this I would not have appeared before you. Men in whose hands the 
destinies of our Southland lie, for love of her I break my silence, to 
speak to you a few words of respectful admonition. The past is dead; 
let it bury its dead, its hopes and its aspirations; before you lies the 
future-a future full of golden promise; a future of expanding 
national glory, before which all the world shall stand ama1\cd. Let me 
beseech you to lay aside all rancor, all bitter sectiona l feeling, and to 
make your places in the ranks of those who will br ing about a con· 
summation devoutly to be wished_a reunited country." 

General Lee and all other souther ners put into practice in tHeir 
daily Jives the thoughts President Davis professed in the above. 

. . 
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A LEI'TER TO A BOSTON' N£WSPAI'Eft 

1'0 the Editor of t he Transcript: 

May I thank you fat' t he spirit manifested in your article o( JUlie 
24th on the Blue and the Grey. The past is behind us--we are to 
lie in the future. Towards the end of your article you mentioned: 
"When We~t Pointers had fe llow West Pointers as prisoners, the cap
tured were treated as brothers." That carries me back. Please let 
me relate an experience. I was not a "\Vest Pointer," but I recall 
!tOme of them. 

About the midd'Je of one night whilc on duty, I was misled by ~OIllC 

of Longstreet's men and fell into the hands of the Federals. Event
Ually I was carried to the headquarters of General Pope who asked 
me to take parole and report to General Halleck at Washington. 
"And," said the general, "you had better stay tonight at General 
Franklin's headquarters." And I was conducted there. General 
Franklin's troops were of the regular army and among his officers 
were "West Pointers." After an hour or so these West Point officers 
came to see me. Said they, "TeU us about Pender, about Brewer, 
about Ramseur, etc." They inquired with the same solicitude a8 if 
these Confederates had been a portion of their own army that had 
been separated, and engaged in hard duty elsewhere. I was much 
interested in their inquiries and their manifelltations, Aside from 
that, I wish to say that no other prisoner was ever treated with more 
kindness and courtesy than I. There was never a display of iIJ-will
always courtesy. 

Now 86 to the two sides in the war. In December, 1862, the 
Supreme Court having said that neither CongrelS nor t he PrCll ident 
had a right to make war upon a State, Vol. 67, page 673, says "We 
have shown that a Civil War such as that now waged between t he 
Northern and the Southern State. is properly conducted according to 
the humane requirements of public laws," etc, "Under the very 
peculiar constitution of Government although t"he citizens owe supreme 
Allegience to the Federal Government, they owe also a qualified alleg
ience to the State in which they are domiciled. Several of 
these States have combined to form a new Confederacy, claiming to 
be acknowledged by the world as a Sovereign State, Their right to 
do so is now being decided by the wager of battle," Under these con4 
ditiona there was no reason for the Northern patriot to regard with 
content the Southern Seceders us traitors or malefactors, and as you 
say the gentlemen on each side retained the respect of ~heir old time 
friends. 

But in 1871 the Supreme Court made al10ther deciSion, which is 
reaily one of the edditie9 of literature. Ignoring that the Constitution 
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itself says that "the ratification of the conventions of nine States shaH 
be sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between the 
States 110 ratifying the same," the Court ascribes the esablishment 
of the Constitutiort to the people of the United States all a wliole. 

And the Court goes on to say that "Secession is treason," so that 
those who enS'8ged in it were traitors. Were that 80 the Northern 
patriots would be exctlaed, it holding the Southern seeeders in con
tempt. The Court, however, overlooked that when Washington be
came President April 1'189, Rhode bland was not in the Unlo~being 
a foreign State-but two yeat'll later she ratified the Constitution, 
saying in her ratification, as New York and Virginia had each said 
that "Any State could withdraw from the Union." 

And indeed, Henry Cabot Lodge says, in his life et Webeter that 
"When the Constitution was adopted it is safe to say that there was 
not a man from Washington down who did not regard that every 
State might peaceably withdraw from the new experiment," 

And indeed that doctrine was taught the West Point pupil! in their 
text books, Rowle's Himry of the Constitution, So when the Suprtme 
Court declared that the Secedera were traitors, we may say that its 
opiniondeserves to be ranked among the curiosities of literature. 
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TIlE MONTGOMERY AD~TISJ1:R; NOV . '4th , 1935 . 

"OFF THE 'BENCHIt. 

( By Judge Walter B • . Jones . ) 

One of the most interesting pamphlets I have ever read 
is the 75- page pamphlet recently published by Captain samuel 
A. Ashe ot Ral eigh , N • . C • . 

Captain Ashe calls his pamphlet "A souther n View of the 
Invasion of the Southern states and the War of 1861-1865.'.' 

This l ittl e pamphlet , should be in the home of every true 
Southerner. It may be obtained from Capt . Ashe fo r a dollar . 

It tell s in detai l facts of histor y which even the 
people of the South have not always· knovm : Captain Ashe backs 
all of hi~ statements with a reference .to the book and page . 
In this litt l e pamphlet he has done a gr eat work, one which 
entitled him to the gratitude of the people of the south , ,and 
their thanks for preserving the rea~ facts of history • . 
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